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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IHE enſuing Diſcourſe was, firſt, preached at St Maithew, _ 
| Bethnal Green, April 22. Some Perſons, then preſent, to 
| _ whoſe Judgment and Requeſt I pay the higheſt Deference, 
 defired me to retrieve-as much of it as I could, the Sunday 
following, at St Ann's; with a View to its being taken in 
Short-Hand, and publiſhed. _ | e 


The Loſs of my neareſt Relative, ſoon after this Sermon 
was preached; and the many Avocations, occaſioned by that 
+ lamented and unexpected Event; account, but too well, for 
| the Delay, with which the Pablication has been attended, 
ff Having, however, tranſcribed it, at lat, from the Notes of 
T the Perſon who penned it at the Time of its Delivery; I now 
tranſmit it to the Preſs, moſt affectionately and reſpect fully in- 
ſcribed to my Dear London Friends; whoſe Favours, equally 
great, numerous, and unmerited, I have no other public Way 
of acknowledging. 


Loxpon, July 3, 1770. 
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TIMO TN i. 10. 


oclrine. 


And if there be any other Thing that is contrury to ſound” ' 


Ar Paul is commonty, and moſt probably, ſuppoſed to f 1 


have written this Epiſtle about A. D. 65. that is, about 
teu Years before his own Martyrdom, and about thirty-one af- 


ter our Lord's Aﬀcenſion—He addreſſed it to Timothy: who 
though a very“ young Man, had been ſome Time in the Mi: | 
niſtry, and was then entruſted with: the Overſight of the 
Church at Epheſus. In the Eſtimation of unprejudiced Reaſon, . 


Honourable Age is not that which flandeth in Length of Time, nor 


But Timothy, though young, was far from robuſt, He 


was only /rong in the Grace that is in Chrift Feſus, His wegen. | v, 
nerate, heaven born Soul dwelt in a ſickly,” infirm Badye. 4 


Whence we read of his 2u-- «tru, I Tim. v. 23. or frequens 


Indiſboſitions: ariſing, perhaps, originally, from a natural Deli- 
cacy of Conſtitution; and, certainly, increafed by a rigid Ab- 
ſtemiouſneſs, and conſtant Courſe of miniſterial- Labours. 


Thus our heavenly Father, graciouſly ſevere, and wiſely kind, 
takes Care to infuſe ſome ſalutary Bitter into his Children's 
Cup below: ſince, were they, Here, to taſte of Happineſs,, 
abſolute and unmingled; were not the Gales of Proſperity 


whether ſpiritual or temporal, counterpoifed, more or leſs bp 


the ncedful Ballaſt of Affliction: His People (always imper- 
fect here) would be-enriched to their Lofs, and liable to be 


overſ:t, in their Way to the Kingdom of Gop. Wherefore, 
conſummate Felicity, vithout any mixture of Wormwood, is re- 


ſerved for our Enjoyment, in a State, where perfe# Sanfifican 
tion will qualify us to poſſeſs it. In Heaven, and there only, 


| the Inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, in any Senſe whatever, / am- 


fick g. | 


St Paul, in the Opening of his Apoſtolic Directions to T 
mothy, adopts the ſame ſimple, majeſtie, and Evangelical Ex- 


A 2 | Paul. 
Tim. ir. 12. + Wiſd ir. 8, 9. Iii. xxxiil. 24. 


that is meaſured ły number of Tears : but Miſdom is the Grey Hair þ 1 
wnto, Men, and an unſpotted Life is old Age Þ. e 


ordium, with which the reſt of his Epiſtles uſually begin. | 41 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE enſuing Diſcourſe was, firſt, preached at St Matthew, 

Bethnal Green, April 22. gome Perſons, then preſent, to 
whoſe Judgment and Requeſt I pay the higheſt Deference, 
deſired me to retrieve.as much of it as I could, the Sunday 
following, at St Ann's; with a View to its being taken in 


Short-Hand, and publiſhed, 


'The Loſs of my neareſt Relative, ſoon after this Sermon 
was preached; and the many Avocations, occaſioned by that 
| lamented and unexpected Event; account, but too well, for 
the Delay, with which the Publication has been attended. 
Having, however, tranſcribed it, at last, from the Notes of 


tranſmit it to the Preſs, moſt affectionately and reſpect fully in- 
ſcribed to my Dear London Friends: whoſe Favours, equally 
great, numerous, and unmerited, I have no other public Way 
of acknowledging. | 1 


Lon pon, July 3, 1770. 
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the Perſon who penned it at the Lime of its Delivery; I now 


_= r — —ͤ ͤ——-— — 
I TIMO TM i. 10. 


And if there be any other Thing that is contrary to ſound * 


Doctrine. 


AT Paul is commonty, and moſt probably, ſuppoſed 8 | 


have written this Epiſtle about A. D. 65. that is, about 
itv0 Years before his own Martyrdom, and about thirty-one af- 


ter our Loxp's Aſcenſion — He addreſſed it to Timothy: who 
though a very * young Man, had been ſome Time in the Mi- 
niſtry, and was then entruſted with: the Overſight of the 
Church at Epheſus. In the Eſtimation of unprejudiced Reaſon, 
Honourable Age is not that which flandeth in Length of Time, nor 
that is meaſured by number of Tears : but Miſdom is the Grey Hair 


unto, Men, and an unſpotted Life is old Age Þ. | 


But Timothy, though young, was far from robuſt,  He-. 1 
was only /rong in the Grace that is in Chrift Feſus. His rege 


nerate, heaven born Soul dwelt in a ſickly,” infirm” Body. 
Whence we read of his 2uzw- «oleruzy, 1 Tim. v. 23. Or frequent 


Indiſpoſctions: arifing, perhaps, originally, from a natural Deli- 


cacy of Conſtitution ; and, certainly, increafed by a rigid Ab- 


ſtemiouſneſs, and conſtant Courſe of miniſterial Labours. 
Thus our heavenly Father, graciouily ſevere, and wiſely kind, 
takes Care to infuſe ſome ſalutary Bitter into his Children's 
Cup below: ſince, were they, Here, to taſte of Happineſs,, 


abſolute and unmingled; were not the Gales of Proſperity 
whether ſpiritual or temporal, counterpoifed, more or leſs by 
the needful Ballaſt of Affliction: His People (always imper- 
fect here) would be-enriched to their Loſs, and liable to be 


overſ:t, in their Way to the Kingdom of Gop, Wherefore,, I 
conſummate Felicity, vithout any mixture of Wormwood, is re- 
ſerved for our Enjoyment, in a State, where perfet Sandificax | 


tion will qualify us to poſſeſs it. In Heaven, and there only, 
the Inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, in any Senſe whatever, I am- 


fick 4. 


mothy, adopts the ſame ſimple, majeltie, and Evangelical Ex- 


ordium, with which the reſt of his Epiltles uſually begin. | 
SY ot 95 5 e 
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St Paul, in the Opening of his Apoſtolic Directions to 72. } 


# 


We, B 
Paul an Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt ; ordained and ſent forth by the 


| Head of the Church, the ſupreme Matter cf the ſpiritual 


Vineyard: without whoſe internal, authoritative Commiſ- 


- ſion, none have a real Right to miniſter in ſacred Things, or 


to thruſt the Sickle into Gop's Harvelt. For, How can Men 
preach to Purpoſe, ſo as to be Inſtruments of Conviction, Com- 
fort and Sanctification, except they be ſent * of Gon, and own- 
ed of Him? whence the Apoſtle adds, By the Commandment +_ 
of God our Saviour, and the Lord Feſut Chriſt, who is our Hope. 
As an Engliſb Nobleman, who travels to ſome foreign Court, 
cannot reaſonably expect to be received as the Repreſentative 
of his Sovereign here, unleſs charged with an actual Delega- 
tion, and able to produce the Credentials of his Miſſion ; no 
more 1s any Individual authorized to arrogate to himſelf the Ho- 
nor of a Divine Ambaſfage, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron}. A ſufficient Degree of Goſpel Light and Knowledge; 
an ardent Love of Sculi, and a diſintereſted Concern for Truth ;. 
a competent Meaſure. of miniſterial Gifts and Abilities ; and, 
above all, a Portion of Divine Grace and Zxperience ; a ſaving 


1 . Change of Heart, and a Life devoted to the Glory of Gop: . 
| are eſſential Prerequiſites to an Evangelical Diſcharge of the 


ſacred Function. | | 
The 1k Verſe may be read thus: Paul an Apoſtle of IE sus 
Curl ST, agcording to the expreſs or authoritative Deſignation of 


Ixsus ChrisT our God, SaviouR, and Lonyy. So the paſ- 


lage may be rendered: and ſo, perhaps, it ought to be un- 


dierſtood, in its natural and moſt obvious Conſtruction. Now, 
even ſuppoling that the Apoſtle had not the Divinity of Cyrisr 
immediately in View, at the Time of his writing theſe Words; 


yet, you muſt either give up his Inſpiration, or believe that 


Cnsisr is, with the Father and the Spirit, God over all, blefe 
fed for ever: ſince, on a Subject of ſuch unſpeakable Conte- 


quence, it would have argued a degree of negligence, little 
{hort of criminal, had the Apoſtle erpreſſed himſelf in Terms 


palpably liable to Miſapprehenſion. I therefore conclude, 
that, both as a Scholar, and as a Chriſtian; as Gamaliel's Pu- 


il, and as an inſpired Apoſtle; our ſacred Penman would 
=_ delivered himſelf in a far more guarded Style, had not 
the Son of Gop been indeed Gop the Son. Either Jesus is 


Rom. x. 15. + Kar” ei, ecect Gin the poſitive Tnjunftion, or- 
expreſs Deſignation. f Heb. v. 4. r re O Zurng@ nh 
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the Gop, Saviour and Lord of his People; or St Paul was. 
guilty of ſuch inexcuſable Inaccuracy, as every Writer, of 
common Senſe and common Hbneſty, would be ſure to avoid. 
He goes on to ſtyle the bleſſed Jesus, our Hope. Aſk al- 
moſt any Man, Whether he hopes to be ſaved eternally ?? 
He will anſwer in the Affirmative. But enquire again, On 
what Foundation he reſts his Hope?“ Here, too many are ſad- 
ly divided. The Pelagian hopes to get to Heaven by a moral 
Life, and a good Uſe of his natural Powers. The Arminian, 
by a Jumble of Grace and Free will, human Works and the 
. Merits of Cuzxisr. The Dei, by an intereſted Obſervance 
of the ſocial Virtues. Thus Merit-mongers, of every Deno- 
mination, agree in making any Thing the Baſis of their Hope, 
rather than that Feundation, which Gop's own Hand hath 
laid in Zion. But what faith Scripture! It avers, again and 
again, that Jzsvs alone is cur hope + to the Excluſion of all. 
others. and to the utter Annihilation of human Deſervings. 
Beware, therefore, of reſting your Dependence, partly, on 
CuzisT, and, partly, on ſome other Baits. As ſurely as 
you bottom your Reliance partly on the Rock, and partly on 
the Sand; ſo certainly, unleſs Gop give you an immediate 
Repentance to your Acknowledgment of the Truth, will 
your ſuppoſed Houſe of Defence fall and bury you in its Ru- 
ins, no leſs than if you had raiſed it on the Sand alone. 
Cur1sT ts the Hope of Glory *, Faith in his Righteouſneſs, re- 
ceived and embraced as our ſole jultifying Obedience before 
Gop; and the Love of Chriſt (an inſeparable Effect of that , 
Faith) operating on our Hearts, and thining in our Lives 4 
are the moſt ſolid Evidences, we can have below, of our Ac- : 
ceptance with the Father, and of our being ſaved in Jesvus. 
with an everlaſting Salvation, „„ oh 
© Unto Timothy, my own Son in the Faith; Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace, from Gos our Father, and from the Loxd JESU. 
Cnkisr.“ Some have thought, that Timothy was not convert- q 
ted under the Miniſtry of St Paz: and they ground their 
- Conjecture on Ad xvi. 1, 2. where Timothy is mentioned as 
a Diſciple, and a Perſon well reported of by the Chriſtians at 
Derbe and Lyſtra, previous to St Paul's Viſitation of thoſe Pla- } 
ces. That Timothy was a nominal Profeſſor of Religion, and 
a Youth of circumſpect Behaviour, are evident from that Paſ- |} 
| fage; which external Form of Godlineſs was, probably, the <1! 
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Ef:& of the religious“ Education he had the kappt to 
receive from his earlieſt Childhood. But, from St Paul's 
 Compellation of him as his own Son in the Faith? it may. 
1 think, be reaſonably inferred, that the youn Diſciple was 
led from the outer Court of mere external Profeſf ion, into the 
Sanctuary of heavenly and ſpiritual Experience, either by the 
private Labours, or under the public Miniſtry, of this Apoſtle. 


And none but thoſe Miniſters, whoſe Endeavours have been 


bleſt to the Converſion of Souls; and thoſe Perſons, who have 
been born of Gon, by their Inſtrumentality; can form any 
Idea of that ſpiritual Relation and unſpeakably tender Attach- 
ment, which ſubſiſt between ſpiritual F athers and the Children 


of Grace hm Gop hath given them. 


Timothy had been a true Believer, ſome conkidivatile Time: 
before St Paul wrote this Epiſtle. Conſequently, by the 
© Grace, Mercy, and Peace,“ which, he prayed, might be the 
Portion of his beloved Converts; we are to underſtand, not 


the firſt Vouchſafement, but a large Increaſe, of thoſe ſpiri- 
tual Bleſfings and Comforts : that he might have repeated Dif- 


coveries, and continued Manifeftations, of the Father's electing 


_ Grace; of CugIs T's Redeeming Mercy ; and experience that 


ſweet Peace and oy in believing, which are Fruits of the Ho- 
ly Spitit's Influence, and flow from Fellowſhip with Him. 
>Privileges, theſe, which unawakened. Men will always ridi- 
eule; but to which, every real Chriſtian will ardently aſpire. 
Time would fail me, ſhould I attempt to conlider all the- 


© - intervenient Verſes. I find myſelf at a Loſs, not what to ſay, 


but what to leave unſaid. However, I ſhall obſerve, as brief- 
ly as I can, that one grand Reaſon of St Paule writing this 
Epiſtle, was, to put 7imaihy on his Guard againſt the Diſſem- 


ination of corrupt Dodrines, and the inſidious Arts of cor- 
rupt Teachers, with which the. Church of Zpheſus, where Ti- 


mothy was now ſtationed, ſees to have been particularly in- 
feſted. Unregenerate Miniſters are much the ſame, in all 
Ages, and in every Country: An unconverted Preacher in 
England, and an unconverted Preacher in Italy; ſo far as Mat- 
ters merely ſpiritual are concerned, and nearly on a Level. 
Theſe, all, are, what the Ephe/rtan Schiſmatics were deſirous 
to be, Teacher of the Law, or legal Teachers. And all un- 
converted People, whether their Denomination be Protſſant 
or W delire to be Hearers of the Law, and are 185 
When. 
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when they hear any Thing elſe. We are, naturally, fond of 
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1 
that very Law, which, unlefs the Righteouſneſs of Cur1sT is 
ours, is the Miniſtration of death, pronounces us atcurſed, and 
binds us over to everlaſting Ruin. The gernicious Error, a- 
gainſt which Timothy was directed to guard his Flock, was, 
a Dependence on the Law, and the Works of it, for Salvation. 
Ard the Reafon, why this deſtructive Tenet was taught and 


: enforced by ſome Preachers of that Day, and has been taught 


by their Sueceſſors ever fince, is aſſigned by the Apoſtle ; who 
obſerves, that thoſe blind Guides underſtand neither what 
they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed :* For, if they gap un- 
derſtood any Thing of God's inviolable Holineſs; of the Law's 


inflexible ReQitude, Extent, and Spirituality ; of Man's total 


Inability to fulfil it perfectly (and without perfect Obedience 
the Law cannot juſtify) ; they would, at once, have ceaſed 
to be Teachers of the Law, and ſimply pointed Sinners to that 


Saviour alone, who * is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs 
to every one that believeth *. 


Faſhionable as the Doctrine of legal, conditional Juctifica- 
tion is, we may ſay, to every Individual that embraces it, 
There is one that condemns you, even Maſes, in whom you 


truſt T,“ and the very Law on which you reſt: for it's Lan- 


guage is, * He that breaketh me only in ONE Point, is guilty 


of ALL ft: And, Curſed is every Man that continueth not in 


All Things that are written in the Book of the Law to do 
them' 9. Shew me the Man who has never offended in one 
Point: who hath continued in all Things preſcribed by JIsno- 
van's perfect Law; who loves the Loxp with 4% his Heart, 
and his Fellows creatures as himſelf ; ſhew me the Man, who, 


from the firſt to the laſt Moment of bis Life, comes up to- 


this Standard: And THEN you will ſhew me a Man who can 
be juſtified by Works of his own. „ 
But, if no ſuch Perſon could ever be found, JIEsVSs Cuxisr 
the Righteous ſingly excepted; St Paul's Concluſion ſtands 
unſhaken, that they, whs teach or hold Juſtification by any 
other Obedience than that of Chaisr, neither know what 


they ſay, nor whereof they affirm.” | 


Let, nothwithſtanding we neither are nor can be juſtifyed by 
the Law; lil}, the Uſes of the Law are numerous and im- 


Portant : whence the Apoſtle takes Care to add, that The 


NEG 1 Ts | Law- 
* QGomars x. 4. f John v. 45. f James ii, 10, 5 Galatians ili. 10. 
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Converſion of a Sinner. 
out of our Selt-righteouſneſs, and reduc'd us to an happy Ne- 


would, in the Glaſs, ſee his Blemiſhes. 
LA to a Loking-glaſs; and a Faculty to repreſent, is all the Law poſſeſ- 


1 . 
Law ir good, or anſwers feveral valuable Purpoſes, / a nan 
uſe it lawfully. Nothing can be more evident, than that, by 
the Law, in this Place, is meant the Moral Law. The Ceri 


- monial could not pgibly. be intended; becauſe it is not now 


to be adheared to, and is no longer in Force: Whereas the A- 
poltle ſpeaks of a Law which is, to this very Day, unrepealed, 
and of ſtandipg U/es The Law IS good, if a Mam USE it 
lawfully. Of this Law, there is a two-fold Uſe :. Or, rather 


an Uſe and Abuſe. The Uſe of the Law is; among other 


Things, firſt, to convince us of our utter Sinfulneſs; and then, 
ſecondly, to /ead us to Curisr, as the great and only Fulfil- 
ler of all Righteouſneſs, Now, the Law does not anſwer 


_ theſe important Ends, dire#ly, and of ſelf ; but in a Sub- 


ſerviency to the Holy Spirit's Influence“; when that adoras 
ble Perſon is pleaſed to make the Law inftrumental to'the 
In which Caſe, having ſhaken us 


ceſſity of clofing with the Righteouſneſs of CarisT ; the Law 
has till another and a farther Uſe, no leſs momentous : For, 
thirdly, It, from that Moment forward, ſtands, as the great 


Rule of our practical Walk and Converſation :. Seeing a true 


Believer is not without Law, (3, a lawleſs Perſon) towards. 


So: but is , within the Bond of the Law to CHRIST T:. 


Not exempted from its Controul, as the Standard of moral Ac- 


tion; though delivered from its Power and Execration, as a 
Covenant of Works. je 1 


Theſe are the three grand, lawful Uſes, of the Law. On 


- ther Hand, if any of us are ſo deplorably loſt to all Senſe 


of Chriſtian Duty and. Goſpel Privilege, as to ſuppoſe,. 


chat, by our own partial Conformity to the Law, how incere- 


| TRE ſoever 
* A gracious Sight of our Vileneſs,“ ſays one of the ableſt and moſt 


uſeful Writers of the laſt Century, is the Work of Caxisr only, by His 


Spirit. The Law is, indeed, a Looking - glaſs; able to repreſent the Filthi- 
neſs of a, Perſon: But the Law gives not Zyes, to ſee that Filthineſs. 
Bring a Looking glaſs; and ſet it before a blind Man: he ſees no more 
Spots in his Face, than if he had none at all. Though the Glaſs be a 
good Glaſs, ſtill the Glaſs cannot give Eyes: Vet, if he had Eyes, he 
The Apoſtle James compares the 


{th : But it doth not impart a Faculty to ſee what it repreſents. It is 


Enis r atone, who opens the Eyes of Men to behold their own Vilene(s 
and Guilt, He opens the Eyes, and then, in the Law, a Man fees what. 


hel”: as N 
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{oever it be, we can work out, and work up, a Righteouſneſs 


- for ourſelves, wherein to ſtand before the Tribunal of God, 


and for which to obtain any Favour at his Hand ; we uſe the 


| Law wnlawfully : We ſadly miſtake the very End for which 
the Law was promulgated, which was, that under the Effica- 


cy of Grace, and the Teachings of the Bleſſed Spirit; it might 
bring us to a Knowledge of our * Guilt, and a Senſe of our + 
Danger; convince us of our | Helpleſſneſs, and, as a Schoolmaſter, 
bring us to Cug1sT, that we may be Fee by Faith, and NOT 
by the Works of the Law: For, by the Works of the Law, as 

performed by us, Hall no Fleſh be 70% ified h. 5 

That grand Error of the Heart (for 1 it is an eart-error, as 
well as an Head error, deeply rooted in our corrupt Nature, 
as well as pernicionſly pleafing to unaſſiſted Reaſon,) which 
miſrepreſents Juſtification as at all ſuſpended on Cauſes or 
Conditions of human Performance; will, and muſt, if finally 
perliſted in, tranſmit the Unbeliever, who has Opportunities 
of better Information, to that Place of Torment, We the 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched.” 

The Apoſtle goes on: Knowing that the Law is not made 
for a Righteous Man, but for the Diſobedient,” &c. The 
Phraſe, a Righteous Man, means, in its ſtrictly Evangelical 
Senſe, one that"is in CurisT; or, who is righteous before Gor 
in the Righteouſnſes of His Son, apprehended by Faith. Now, 
the Law, i. e. the Damnatory Sentence of it, was not deſigned 
for ſuch a Perſon. Weak Believers have, ſometimes, a good 
deal to do with the Law, and are apt to hover about Mount 
Sinai; but the Law has nothing to do with hem any more 
than a Creditor, who has received ample Payment from the 
Hand of a Surety, can have any remaining Claim on the ori- 
ginal Debtor. The Law took, As it were, our Heavenly 
Bondſman by the Throat, ſaying, Pay me that thou oweſt,“ 
And Jesvs acknowledged the Demand. He paid the double 
Debt of Obedience and Suffering, to the utmoſt Farthirg, So 
that, as ſome render the Words under Conſideration, © the 
Law lyeth not againſt a righteous Man' : its Claims are ſa- 
tisfied : its Sentence is ſuperſeded ; its condemning Power is 


' aboliſhed. And whoever have been enabled to fly for Refuge 


to the Righteouſneſs of Curi1sr, and to lay hold on I hs Hope * 


ſet . 


- 
* Romans ill. 20. + Deuteronomy xxxiii. 2 Hdrews xii. 18, 19, 20, 21. 


; Tſalm e crix. Sha Romans vii 3. $ Galatians iii. 24, and 1 tt. 16, 
il Gre oft U xtra. 
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ſet before them; may depend on this, as a moſt certain Truth, 
that Cutis r bath redeemed them from the Curſe of the Law, 
having been, himſelf, made a Curſe for them “.“ Buch are no? 
under the Law, whether as a Covenant of Works, to be ſaved 
by; or as a Denunciation of Wrath, to be condemned by; 
but they are under Grace : under that ſweet Diſpenſation of 
everlaſting Love, which, when made known to the believin 
Soul, at once enſures the Practice of univerſal Godlineſs, an 
refers the entire Praiſe of Salvation to the unmerited Grace of 
£ Father, Son and Spirit. I faid, that the Diſpenſation of 
| Grace enſures the Practice of univerſal Godlineſs for, conſidered. 
| as a Rule of moral Conduct, the Law moſt certainly IS deſign- 
| ed for Believers. And, indeed, only Believers can yield real, 
| acceptable Obedience to the Law: for, Without Faith, it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God: } and © Whatever proceedeth not 
from Faith, is Sin.“ 9 Therefore, if Gop hath not wrought 
living Faith in your Heart, you have never performed one 
| truly good Work in your whole Life. . 
+ | | St Paul next proceeds to draw a Catalogue of Sins, againſt 


which the Denunciations of the Law are moſt eminently le- 
yelled: clofing the Liſt with the Words firſt read, And if 
there be any other Thing that is contrary to ſound Doctrine.“ 
A plain Intimation, that Error, in Principals fundamental, 
has a very unfavourable Influence on Practicals: and that, in 
Proportion as the Dodrines of Gop are diſbelieved, the Com- 
mandments of Gop will be diſobeyed. Doctrinals, therefore, 
are not of that ſmall Significance, which the Injudicious and 
the Heterodox affect to give out. For, though Matters of 
Doctrine are, by ſome, conſidered merely as the Shell of Reli- 
gion, and Experience only as the Kernel; yet let it be remem- 
bered, that there is no coming at the Kernel, but through the 
Shell: and, while the Kernel gives Value to the Shell: the 
Shell is the Guardian of the Kernel. Deſtroy: T hat, and you 
injure This, The Apoſtle, in the Words before us, ſtamps 
the Evangelical Doctrines with the Seal of Dignity, Uſeful- 
neſs, and Importance: as is evident from the Epiibet he makes, 
uſe of. He calls the Syſtem of Goſpel Truths, Souxp Doc- 
trine: be diba, ſalutary, bealth-giving Doctrine; not only 
| * +ight and found in itſelf, but conducing to the ſpiritual Strength 
and Health of thoſe that receive it: Doctrine, that operates 
like ſome efficacious Reſtorative on an exhauſted e 
9 4 ' A | . " a 5 ; a 0 t at 
Gal. iii. 13. f Rom, vi. 14. {+ Heb. xi. 9. 5 Kom. xiv. 15. 


attend to the Apoſtle's Caveat, and avoid every Thing * char # 


-— 


e 


that renders the ſin-ſick Souls of Men healthy, vigorous and 
thriving : that cauſes them through the Bleſſing of Divine 
Grace, to grow as the Lilly, and to caſt forth the Root as 
Lebanon, fo revive as the Corn, and to flouriſh as the Vine, 
to diffaſe their Branches, and rival the Olive- Tree, both in 


Beauty and Fruitfulneſs. 


On the other hand, unſound Doctrine has the very oppoſite 
Effects. It impoveriſhes our Views of Gon; withers our 
Hopes; makes our Faith languid ; blaſts our ſpiritual Enjoy- 
ments; and lays the Ax to the very Root of Chriſtian Obedi- 
ence. We may ſay of it, as the Fewvi/h Students ſaid, n ano- 
ther Occaſion, there is Death in the Pot. If you eat it, you are 
poiſoned. With the utmolt Attention, therefore, ſhould we 


is contrary to ſound Doctrine.“ TE : 
Many ſuch Things there are. I have not Time even to re- 
cite, much leſs to expatiate on them all. I ſhall, therefore, 


enly.endeavcur, as Gop may enable me, to point out a few 


4 A 1 : 
very common, but very capital Errors, which are totally in- 
conſiſtent with und Doctrine. | | 


Previous to my Entrance on this Part of the Subject, 1 | 
would premiſe 'I'wo Particulars: _ DIED [ 


1. That what I am going to obſerve, does not proceed. A 
from the leaſt Degree of Bitterne/s againſt the Perſons of Any, 


from whom 1 diffep; and, 


2. That I am infinitely remote even from the lichte Wiſh 1 


of erecting myſelf into a Dictator to others, 


The Rights of Conſcience are inviolably ſacred and Liber. | 


ty of private Judgment is every Man's Birth right. If, how- $ 
ever, Any, like Eſau, have fold their Bir th-xright for a Meſs 


of Pottage, by ſubſcribing to Articles they do not believe, f 
merely for the ſake of temporal Profit or Aggrandiſement z 


they have only themſelves to thenk, for the little Ceremony z 
they are entitled to.— With Regard to myſelf, as one whom 


'God has been pleaſed to put into the Miniſtry ; above all, in- | 


to the Miniſtry of the beſt and pureſt viſible Church in the : 
whole World; I ſhould be a Traytor to Gop, to CnRisr, to 


the Scriptures, and to Truth—unfaithful to Souls, and to my | 


own Conſcience, —if J did not, without Fear or Favour, de- 1 
clare the entire Counſel of Gov, ſo far as I apprehend myſelf | 
led into. the Knowledge of it. 3 as I am, many 4 


„Hef air. — 


ET „ 
Sf yout are, no Doubt, acquainted with the Variety of Reports 
{|| | that have been ſpread (eſpecially ſince this Time of my being 


in Town) r | Me, and the Doctrines by which I hold 


: : 
: 
: 
* 


| 


ie my indifpenſable Duty to abide. I deem myſelf, therefore, 
happy, in having. one more Opportunity to teſtify the little 
that I know, concerning that * Myſtery of the Goſpel, which 
| - God ordained, before the World for our Glory.” And I de- 
| fire, in the moſt public Manner, to thank the Great Author 
pf all Conſolation, for a very particular Inſtance of his Favour, 
and which I look upon as orfe of the moſt telicitating Circum- 
| | Rances of my whole Life: I mean, my carly Acquaintance 
| | With the Doctrines of Grace. Many great and good Men, 
{ who were converted late in Life, have had the whole Web of 
| | their preceding Miniſtry to unravel, and been under a Neceſ- 
| fity of reverſing all they had been delivering for Years before. 
But it is not the ſmalleſt of my diſtinguiſhing Mercies, that, 
|| From the very Commencement of my ee Miniſtrations, 

I have not had a fingle Doctrine to retract, nor a ſingle Word 
i | to wn-/ay. I have ſubſcribed to the Articles, Homilies, and 
If} Liturgy, ve ſeparate Times; and that from Principle ; nor 

do I believe thoſe Forms of ſound Words, becauſe I have ſub- 


{ſcribed to them; but I therefore ſubſcribed them, becauſe 1 
believed them. I ſet out with the Goſpel, from the very firſt; 
and, having obtained Help from God, | continue to this 
Day witneſſing both to ſmall and great, ſaying no other Things 
chan Moſes and the Prophets,” “ Jesus and his Apoliles, have 

$i faid before me. And, in an abſolute Dependence on the Di- 
vine Power and Faithfulneſe, I truſt that I ſhall, to the End, 
be enabled to count neither Health, Wealth, Reputation, nor 

Life Jar dear to me, ſo I may tiniſh my Courſe with Joy, 


and fulfllthe Miniſtry which I have received of the LORD Jesvs, 


' to-teltify the Goſpel of the Grace of Gov.' + 8 
4 Careleſs (myſelf a dying Man) 
Of dying Men's Eſteegj; 

1 % Happy if thou, O . 
i! Though all beſide condemn.” 0 


| If the moſt accompliſhed and reſpectable Perſon of all Ha- 
den Antiquity, could declare, that he“ would rather obtain 
the fingle Approbation of Cato, than have a Triumph voted 
do him by the Senate, much more will a Chriſtian . 


1 


Act, xxvi. 22. $I "+ wid. xx. 24. 
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prefer the Approbation of GOD, to all the evanid Eclates of | 
an applauding Univerſe. | | Nee 
I ſhall-arm myſelf, this Afternoon, with a twofold Weapons: | 
with the Bible, in one Hand; and our Church Articles, in tha 


other. I ſhall appeal at once, for all I have to ſay, to the 
Authority of God's unerring Oracles ; and to their faithful 
Epitome, the Deriſions of the Church of England. They: 
who, perhaps, ſet light by the Scriptures, may yet pay ſome- 
decent Deference to the Church: And they, who, it may be, 
pay little Attention to Church-Determinations, will render 
implicit Credit to the Scriptures. So that, between the Bible 
and the Thirty-nine Articles, I hope Lſhall be able to carry 
my Point, and, as far as my Subject leads me, enter a ſuc- 
ceſsſul Caveat againſt whatever Things are contrary to ſound: 
Doctrine. In attempting this, I ſhall fix my Foot upon AR» 
MINIANISM; which, in its ſeveral Branches, is the Gan- 
grene of the Proteſtant Churches, aud the predominant Evil 
-of the Day. . 
What think you, 55 | 19 
I. Of Conditional Election? We have, indeed, ſome, who de- 
ny there is any ſuch Thing as Election at all. They ſtart at 
the very Word, as if it were a Spectre, juſt come from the 
' Bhades, and never ſeen before. I ſhall waſte no Time on 
theſe Men. They are out of the Pale, to which my allotted-.! 
Plan confines me at preſent; They cannot be Church of Eng- 
land Men, who proſcribe a Term that oecùrs ſo frequently in 
her offices and Standards of Faith; nor can they even be 
Chriſtians at large, who caſhier, with affected Horror, a Word, [ | 
which, under one Form or other, is to be met with between 
forty and fifty Times, at leaft, in the New Teſtament only. 
My Buſineſs, now, is with thoſe who endeavour to ſave Ap- 
pearances, by admitting the Mord, while, in-Reality, they ana- 
thematize the Thing, Theſe profeſs to hold an Eledion: But 
then it is a conditional one, and founded, as they ſuppoſe, on 
ſome good Quality or Qualities ſoreſeen in the Objects of it. 
| Thus, bottoming the Purpoſes of Gop. on the precarious Will 
of apoſtate Men; and making That, which is temporal, the 
Caule of That which was Eternal. © The Deity,” fay Per- 
_ fons of this Caſt, “ foreknowing how you and 1 would be- 
have, and foreſeging our Improvements and our Faithfulneſs, # 

and. what a proper Uſe we ſhould make of. our. Free-will ; or- 
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2 us, and all ſuch good Sort of People, to everlaſting 
fe.” 

Nothing can be more contrary to ſound Dofrine, and even to 
| foand Reaſon, than this. It proceeds on a Suppoſition, that 
Man is bsforthand with Gop, in the Buſineſs of Salvation; and 
that the Reſolutions of Gop's Will are abſolutely dependent on 
the Will of his Creatures: That he has, in hort, created a 
Set of ſovereign Beings, from whom he receives Law; and 
that his own Purpoſe and Conduct are ſhaped and regulated 
| according to the prior Self. determinations of independent Man. 
—> What is this, but Atheiſm in a Maſk ? for, where is the Dif- 
ference, between the Denial of a Firſt N and the Aſſig⸗ 
nation of a Fade one? 

Quite oppoſite is the Deciſion of Inſpiration,” Romans Xi, 6. 
were the Apoſtle terms Gop's Choice of his People, an Elec- 
tion of Grace, or a gratuitous Election: And obſerves that, 
| © Tf-it be of Grace, then is it no more of Works; otherwiſe 
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it no more Grace; otherwiſe, Work were no more Work.“ 
Conditional Grace is a molt palpable Contradiction in Terms. 


vb i Grace were no more Grace: But, if it be of Works, then is 


| | Grace is no longer Grace, than while it is abſolute and free. 


| You might, with far greater Eaſe, bring the 1 Poles toge- 
ther, than effect a Coalition between Grace and Works in the 
Affair of Election. As far, and as high, as the Heavens are 
above the Earth, are the imminent Acts of Gop ſuperior to a 
eee we on any Thing wrought by ſinful, periſhable Man. 
Conſult our - ſeventeenth Article, and you will clearly ſee, 
| etiether* conditional Election be the Doctrine of the Church of 
| England. PHredęſtination to Life is the EveRLASTING Purpoſe 
E Go, whereby BETOEE ThE FOUNDATIONS OF ThE WokLD 
| WIRE LAID, He hath conflantly bł xD, Gy his Counſel ſeeret to 
| us, to deljver from Curſe and Damnation thoſe whom he hath Cao- 


Isen in Chriſt our or Mankind, and to bring them by CurisrT, to 


| everlofling Salvation, as VEsSELs Mane To Honour,” Is 


| i there a Word about Conditionality, here? On the contrary, is 


not Election, or Predeſtination unto Life, peremptorily decla- 
red to be God's own © everlaſting Purpoſe, Decree, Counſel, and 
|| Choice ? The Elect are ſaid to be brought to SAvation, not 


| Jas Perſons of foreſeen Virtue and Pliableneſs; but, ftimply 
and merely, ar Yefels:made to Honour.“ Add to this, that | 
| the Article goes on to ſtyle Election a Benefit, or Gift 5 


* ey we be endued with 15 excellent 1 
| ut. 


„ 
But how could Predeſtination or Bleſſedneſs be {6 termeds. if 
it were ſuſpended on the Foreſight of ſomething to be wrought 
by the Perſon predeſtinated? For, a Condition, in Matters of. 
ſpiritual Concern, is analogous to a Price, in Matters of Com- 
merce: And a purchaſed iff is jult as good: Senſe, as condie * | 
tional Grace. 0 

Our venerable Reformers were too well acquainted with the" 
Scriptures, and with the Power of God, to err on a Subject of 
ſuch unutterable Moment. Whence, in the Article now eited 
they took Care to lay Gop's abſolute and ſovereign Eledion aa 
the Baſis of San@ifieation; fo far were they from repreſenting : | 
Sanctitfication as the Groundwork of Eledion. Our madern- | 
Inverters of Chriſtianity, the Arminians, by endeavouring to 
found Election upon human Qualifications, reſemble an Inſane -* 7 
Architect, who, in attempting to raiſe an Edifice, ſhould make 
Tiles and Laths the Foundation, and referve hi: Bricks and 
Stones for the Roof. Quot ſunt Hominum Viriutes, totidem ſunt” 
Dei Dona, {aid the learned and excellent Du Moulin: and, if 
Sanctigcation be God's Gift, Men's Goodneſs could not poſ- | 
ſibly be a Motive to their Election: unleſs we can digeſt this 
enormous Abſurdity, viz: that Gov's Gifts may be conditional 4 
and meritorious one of another. Do you imagine, that Gon 
could forefee any Holineſs in Men, which himſelf-did not de- { 
cree to give them? You.cannot ſuppoſe it, without believing, 

at the ſame Times that Gos is act the Author of all Good. 
2 that there are, or may be, ſeme good and perſet Gifts, 
which do NOV deſcend from the Kather of Lights ; and that the ö | 
Apoſtle was widely miſtaken, when he Jaid down this ITY, 
that it is God, who of his own good Pleaſure, worketh | in us 
both to wi and to vo. 

According to our Church, Gov's Ele&ion leads the Van z 1 
Sunctiſication ſorms the Centre; and Glory brings up the Rear: 
« Wherefore, they that be -adved aoith ſo excellent a benefit of Go 
be CALLED, according to God's Puxrosk, by his Spirit tel 
in due Seaſon : they, through Grace, obey. the Calling they de. | 
Jus ririkp FREELY : they be made the Sons of. God by; Above. it 
T10N.” Hitherto, good Works are not ſo much as mentions - | 


ed, Why ſo? Becauſ#our Reformers were Antinomians;: and? 1 
exploded or deſpiſed moral Perſormances? by no means. } 

Thoſe holy Perſons were, themfelves, living Confatations of 
fo vile a Soggeſtion. The Tenor of their Lives was as blame 

B 3. „ | _ j 
Art. xvii. | ; 
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C46: } | 
Teſs as their Doctrine, But they had learned to diſtinguiſh 
Ideas, and were too judicious, both as Logicians and Divines, 
to repreſent Eſede as prior to the Cauſes that produce them. 
They were not aſhamed to betake themſelves to the Scriptures 


| for Information, and to deliver out the Living Water of 
N ſound Doctrine, pure and unmingled, as they had drawn it 


from the Fountains of Truth. Hence, Election, Calling, Juſ- 


; Fification, and Adoption, are ſet forth, not as cauſed by, but as 


the real and leading Cauſes of, that moral Change, which, 
ſooner or later takes Place in the Children of Gop. For thus 


te Article goes on; © They be made like the Image of his only 


begotten Son Jesus  ChrIST: they walk religionſly in do 
Worxs: and, at length, by God's Mercy, they attain to everlaſ- 
#ing Felicity.“ | | | pg 


1 This, then, is thi order : I. Elefiion; 2. Efefunl Calling . a 
3. Apprehenſive Juſlificatiun; 4. Manifeſtative Adoption ; «5, 


Sanctifcalidn; 6. Religious Walking in good Works; 7. Continu- 
ance in theſe to the End: which laſt Bleſſing muſt, of Ne- 
ceſſity, be included, becauſe the Article adds, that theſe elect, 
regenerate Perſons attain, at length, to everlaſling Felicity ;. 
which they could not do, without i Perſeverance, any more 
than you or I, upon our Departure from this Church, could 
arrive at our reſpective Homes, if we finally Hp ſhort of them 
by the Way.—Such, therefore, being the Chain and Proceſs 
of Salvation; how impious, and how fruitleſs; mult any attempt 
be, either to tranſpoſe, or to put aſunder, what God bas, fo wiſe- 
ly, and inſeparably, joined together ! 5 

.... Unlefs we take abſolute ELterion into the Account, we 
muſt either ſuppoſe, that Gop ſaves no Man whatever; or 
that thoſe, He ſaves, are ſaved at random, and without De- 
ſign. But his Goodneſs forbids the firſt ; and his Wiſdom ex- 
- cludes the latter. Abſolute Election, therefore muſt be ta- 
ken into the Account; or you, at once, %% facto, ſtrike off 
either Goodneſs, 6 Wiſdom, from the Liſt of Divine Perfec- 


[| tions.—That Scheme of Doctrine muſt," necefarily, be untrue, - 
| which repreſents the Deity as obſerving no regular Order, no 
_ determinate Plan, in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, as the 


everlaſting Salvation of his People. cannot acquit of Blaſ. 
phemy, that Syſtem, which likens the Deity to a careleſs. G 
trich, which, having depoſited her E885 leaves them in the 

ſt as Chance happens: 


I Surely, HE, who numbers the very airs of his People's 
oro ek „ : Heads 


— 


E 3 


* 


Heads, does not conſign their Souls, an d their eternal Inte 
reſts, to precarious Hazard! the Bleſſings of Grace and Glo- 
ry are too valuable and important, to be _/hufied and dealt out 


by the Hand of Chance. — Beſides, if one Thing comes to paſs, 


either without, or contrary to, the Will of Gop; another Thing, 
nay, all Things, may come to paſs in the ſame Manner; and 


then, good bye to Providence entirely. | | 

When Ly/ander the Spartan, paid a Viſit to King Cyrus (at 
Corinth, if J miſtake not); he was particularly ſtruck with 
the Elegance and Order, the Variety and Magnificence, of 


Cyru;*'s Gardens. Cyrus, no leſs charmed with the Taſte and 


Judgement of his Gueſt, told him, with viſible Emotions of - 
| pleaſures © Theſe lovely Walks, with all their Beauty. of 


Diſpoſition and Vaſtneſs of Extent,” were planned by Myſelf; 
and almoſt every Tree, Shrub and Flower, which you be- 
hold, was planned by my own Hand.” — Now, when we take 
2 View of the Church, which is, at once, the Houſe and Gar- 


den of the Living God; that Church, which the FaThex lo- 
ved — for which the Son became a Man of Sorrows—and 


which the Hor Srikir deſcends from Heaven, in all his 


Plentitude of converting Power, to cultivate and build anew; 


when we ſurvey this living Paradiſe and this myſtic Edifice, 
of which ſach glorious Things are ſpoten *, and on which ſuch 
glorious. Privileges are conterred ; Mutt we not acknowledge? 
Tay ſovereign Hand, O uncreated Love, drew the Plan of 


| this ſpiritual Eden! Thy Hand, Almighty Power, fet every 
| Hving Tree, every true Believer, in the Courts. of the Lord's 
Houſe. Thy converted People are all Righteous ; they ſhall in- 


herit the Land for ever, even the Branches of thy planting, the 
Work of thy Hands, that Thou mayeſt be glorified F. EY 
Admitting Election to be thus a complete, eternal, imma- 


nent Act in the Divine Mind, and, conſequently, irreſpective of 


any Thing in the Perſons choſen; then (may ſome ſay) © Fare» 
well to Goſpel Obedience: all goed Works are deſtroyed.” 


If, by deſtroying good Works, yon mean, that the Doctrine 


of Unconditional Election deſtroys the Merit of good Works, 
and repreſents Man as incapable of earning or deſerving the 


Favour and Kingdom of Go; I acknowledge the Force of 
the Objection. Predeſtination does, moſt certainly, deſtroy, | 


the Merit of our Works and Obedience, but not the Perfor- 
e . 5 mance 
* Pfolm Ixxxv. 2. + Thai. bs, ar. 5 
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mance of them: ſince Holineſs is, itſelf, one End of EleQion *, 
and the Elect are as much choſen to intermediate Sanctifca- 
tion, on their Way; as they are to that ultimate Glory, which 
crowns their Journey's End Þ': and there is no coming at the 
One, but through the Other. So that neither the Value, nor 
the NMecęſity, nor the Prafice of good Works is ſuperſeded by 
this glorious Truth: our Acts of Evangelical Obedience are 


no more than marſhalled, and conſigned to their due Place: 


reſtrained from ufurping that Praiſe, which is due to the alone 
Ga of Gop; and from arrogating that Ofice, which only 
the Sox of Go was qualified to diſcharge. AED 


That Election, as taught by the Scriptures (and from thence 
by our Reformers), not only carries a favourable Aſpect on 


Univerſal Piety and Holineſe, but even enſures the. PraQtice of 
both; is evident, among. many other Paſſages, from that of 
the Apoſtle, 2. Thefalontans ii. 13: We are bound to give 
Thanks, always, to Gop for you Brethren, . beloved of the 
Lonn, becauſe Gop-hath, from the beginning,“ i. e. from 


everlaſting, © choſen you to Salvation: throngh? [not for, but 


through} * SanctiricaTION.of the Spirit and BETUr of tHe 


Truth.“ How very oppoſite were St Paule Views of the 
Tendency of this Doctrine, from thoſe of the Pelagian and 


Arminian. Objectors to it! They, are perpetually crying out, 
that it © ruins Morality,. and opens a ready Door to Licen- 


_ tiouſneſs.” He, on the contrary, repreients> the believing. 
_ Conſideration of it as a grand Incentive to the Exerciſe of our 


our Graces, and to the Obſervance of Moral Duty. Let 
ws, ſays he, who are of the* Day, who are enlightened into 
the Knowledge of this bleſſed Privilege, and can read our 
Names in the Book of Life ;.+ Let us, who are, thus, of ths 
Day be $0ztr; putting on the Breaſt-plate. of Fairy and 


Love, and for an Helmet, the Hoes of: Salvation: FOR, 
 Gop hath not appointed us to Wrath, but to obtain Salva- 


BED 1 ; tion 

ous | * K 5 i. 4. | ; 
+ © Becauſe we deny Salvation by our own Deeds, ſays one of our 
Good old Divines, © the Papiſts charge us with being Enemies to gocd 


Works. But am Ilan Enemy to a Nobleman, becauſe 1 will not attribute to 
him thoſe Honours, which are due only toghe King 2 If I ſay to a/ common 


Soldier in an Army, Tou cannot lead that y againſt the Enemy ; will he 


© therefore ſay, Then I may be gone; there is no need of me? or, if 1 ſee a Man 


at his Day-labour, and ſay to him, You will never be able to Ter ani Ef- 
fate. of 10, ooo. per Annum, by working in that Manner; will he therefore 
give over his Work, and ſay be. is diſcouraged; My Paxa's Comm. on 


Romans, F. 177. 


þ 


| 
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tion by our Loxp Jesus Chris.” 1 Theſſalonians, v. 8, 9. 


Now, if Election ſecures the Performance of good Works, 
and, upon its own. Plan, renders them indiſpenſably neceſ-. 


ſary; I ſhould be glad to know, how good Works can ſuffer 
by the Doctrine of Election? Vou may as well ſay, that the 
Sun, which now ſhines into this Church, is the Parent of Froſt 
and Darkneſs. No; it is the Source of Light and Warmth. 


And you and I want nothing more, than a Senſe of Gop's 


peculiar, diſcriminating Favour, * ſhed abroad in our Hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt given to us“, to render us more and 
more fruitful in every good Word and Work.“ As an excel- 


Perſon + obſerves, © That Man's Love to Gop will be 


without end, who knows that Gop's Love to him was with- 
out Beginning.” 5 f Sie 
II. What think you of that faſhionable Tenet, ſo contrary to 


ſound Doctrine, concerning the ſuppoſed Dignity and Rectitude 


of Human Nature in its fallen State? A Doctrine, as totally ir- 


reconcilable to Reaſon and Fact, as if an expiring Leper ſhould 
value himſelf on the Health and Beauty of his Perſon; or a 


ruined Bankrupt ſhould boaſt his Immenſity of Wealth. 


As ſoon as we are born, we go aftray. Nay, I will venture 


Scripture-authority, to carry the Point higher ſtill, All Man- 
kind are Guilty and depraved BEFORE they are born. Be- 
hold I was $Harzn in Wickedneſs, and in Sin did my Mother 


© CONCE1ve met. A Thunder-bolt to human Pride, and a Dag- 
ger in every Heart of natural Excellence! Thus ſpeaks the 
Bible; and thus Experience ſpeaks. Our own Church, like. 


wiſe, delivers Her Judgment in perſect Conformity to both. 
ARTICLE 9g. Of Oi NAT, or BirTH-Sin. 


& Original Sin ſlandeth not in the following” [or Imitation] © of 
Adam, as the PeLAG1ans || do vainly taik ; but it is the FauLT?? 


: | ET [oy 


© # Romansv. 5. + Dr Arrowſmith. I Pfalmli, 3 
In this Article, expreſs Mention is made of the Pelagians; but nothing 


s. by Name, faid of the Arminians. The Reaſon is plain. At the Time, 


when our Articles paſſes the two Houſes of Convocation, in the Year 1562; 


irminius, who was then only two Years of Age (for he was born, A. D. 
' 560), had not begun to ſow his Tares : he was no more than a Schiſmattc 
1 Embryo.—Arminianiſm is a Muſhroom ot latter Date, than the Re- eſta- 
2liſhment of the Church of England, by Elizabeth. It was net till the lat- 


ter End of her Reign, that Armintaniſm had any great Footing even in 
Tolland; the Seat of its Nativity. | ſay, in Holland: For, there this grand 


Corruption of the Reformation began; and from thence it found its Way to 


England, It was a Dutch Wind, that blew Aiminianiſm over to this land, 
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[by Inputation J. © and, CoxxUr Trion“ [by internal, heredi- 
tary Derivation] © of the NATURE of £veRy Man natural. 
ty is engendered of the Offipring of Adam: Whereby Man is very 
Jar gone from original Righteouſneſs, and is, OF nis own NATURE, 
inclined to Evil; fo that the Fleſh luſtetb au,wavs centrary to the 
2 And therefore, in Every PERSON born into this World, 

namely, Original, or Birth-Sin] & deſerveth Gos Wrath 
and Damxartion.” ö 9 N 

+ Now, what becomes of thoſe plauſible, ſophiſtical Similies, 


which compare the natural Mind of Man to a Sheet of white | 


Paper? Or, to a Pliant Ozier, which you may bend, with 


Eaſe, this Way, or that? Or, to a Balance in equilibrio, which 


you may incline to either Side, according as you throw more | 
or leſs Weight into the Scale? Or, to a Wax Tablet, on which 
you may ſtamp what Impreſſions you pleaſe? Alas! the Im- 
preſſion. is already made. The. Thoughts and Purpoſes of | 


Man's Heart, previous to Regeneration, are (ſpiritually con- 


fidered). oxLY evil, and that conTiInvaliy *. When convert- 
ing Grace lays hold of us, there is not only an Heart of Fl:/h, 


to be given, but an Heart of Stone, to be taken away f. Gon 
- muſt not only write his own Law on the Minds of his People, 


but muſt ob/iterate the Law of Sin and Death, which has a 


prior Footing in every Man that naturally is engendered of the Off, 


ſpring of Adam. So much, for the Spiritual and Moral Rec- 
titude of Man, while unregenerate—What think you, 

III. Of Conditional Redemption? Another mbdiſh Tenet ; 
and no leſs contrary to Reaſon and found Doctrine, than the 
preceding. We are gravely told by ſome, that Carsr did 
| ; . Moog gt Y 1 Sa indeed 
many Vears aſter our Articles were re-ſettled as we now have them, There- 
fore it is, that only Pelagianiſm is mentioned. However, though. Armin:- 


niſms younger, by about 1200 Years, than Pelagianiſm; its Nature and 


Tendency are much the ſame in Fa. The ſeeming Difference lies in lit- 
tle more than this: Pelagius ſpoke out; Vun harmin (commonly called Ar- 
minius), with more Art, but leſs Honeſty, qualified and diſguiſed the Po- 
Joni, that it might not be quite ſo alarming. Somewhat like what a go 

Man remark'd, long ago, concerninig the Leaven, or falſe Doctrints, of 
the Phariſees: © CunisT,” ſays he, compares the Errors of the Phariſees 


to Leaven. Why ſo?-becauſe of its ſecret Mixture with the wholeſome 


Bread. Yon do not make your Bread all of Leaven; for then, nobody 
would eat it: But you mingle. it feitfully, and, by that Means, both go 
down tagat her. Thus, our Lon p intimates, that the Phariſees mixed their 
Errors with ſome Truths; and therefore he dire&s them to beware, left, 
with the Truths; they ſwallow the, Erorrs alſo.” Guxnari's Chriſtian ar» 


mor; Vol. I. p. 104. Otffave Edition. | 
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indeed die, but he did not die a3olutely, nor purchaſe Forgive 


neſs and Eternal Life for us certainly: His Death only puts 
us into a /alvable State; making Gov placable, and Pardon 
ofſible.” The whole Efficacy of his Sufferings, according to 
theſe Perſons, depends on our beginning towardly and comply - 


ing: Which if we are, we then come in for a Share in the 


ſubſidiary and ſupplementary Merits of Cukisr; having firſt 
qualified ourſelves, for his Aid, by a Performance of certain 
Conditions required on our Part, and entitled ourſelves to 


Favour and Notice of Gop.—According to this Scheme 


(which is only the Religion of Nature ſpoiled—ſpoiled by an 
injudictons Mixture of nominal Chriſtianity), che adorable 
Mediator, inſtead of having actually obtained Eternal Redemption * 
for his People, and ſecured the Bleſſings of Grace and Glory 


to thoſe for whom he died: is repreſented as bequeathing to 
them only a few ſpiritual Lottery-Tickets which may come up, 
Blanks or Prizes, juſt as the Wheel of Chance and human 


Caprice happens to turn. Our own Righteouſneſs and En- 
deavours muſt, firſt, make the Scale of Eternal Life prepon- 


derate in our Favour; and Then, the Merits of CuRisr are 


:hrown in, to make up good Weight. The Meſſiah's Obedience 
aud Sufferings ſtand, it ſeems, for mere Cyphers ; till our own 
Free-will is ſo kind as to prefix the Initial Figure, and render 
hem of Value.—I tremble at the ſhocking Conſequences of a 


»yſtem, which (as one well obſerves) conſiders the whole Me- 


liation of Cuxlisr as no more than “a Pedefial, on which 
zuman Worth may ſtand exalted :” nay, (to uſe the Language 
of another) which “ ſinks the-Son of Goyv—how ſhall I ſpeak 
't ?—into a ſpiritual Zucifer, who, having purchaſed certain 
Zleſſings of his Father, ſells them out afterwards to Men up- 
mn Terms and Conditions.“ | | : 


But, my Brethren, I hope better Things concerning Lou; 


wen the Things that accompany Salvation.“ We have not, 1 


ruſt, /o learned CarisT : or, rather, ſo mis- learned Him, and 
ge Work he came from Heaven to accomplith. - Gop forbid, 
hat we ſhould be found in the Number of thoſe, who adopt 
Principle ſo highly derogatory from the Glory of Divine 


race, and ſo deeply diſhonourable to the Great Saviour of 
| Dinners. To the Law, and to the Teſtimony. How ſpeaks St 


Paul? He avers, that Jesus, By the one Offering of Him- 
elf, hath yzRFECTED For EVER the Salvation of them that are 
- '®. Hebr ix. 13. | 


i 

k 

| 
2 


, 


| | 9 3 22 | 
fanRificd.” And our Lord 3 declared, in the moſt 
ſolemn Prayer that ever aſcended from Earth to Heaven, 
A have vixisugnp the Work which Thou gaveſt me to do.“ f 
Who, then, art thou, O Man, that dareſt to tack an imagi- 
nary Supplement of thy own, te the finiſhed Work of CHRISTA“ 
Such a Conduct, were to charge Incarnate Truth with utter- 
ing a Falſehood; and would be equivalent to ſaying, No! 
Thou didſt nat fni/b the Work of Redemption which was given 
| thee to do: Thou didſt, indeed, a Part of it; but I myſelf 
_ muſt add ſomething to it, or the Whole of thy Performance 
5 will ſtand for nothing.“ 
He appeared once in the End of the World, or at the 
Cloſe of the Ferwwiſh Diſpenſation,—to do what? to render Sin 
bdarely pardonable, on the Sinner's Fulfilment of previous 
Terms? No: but actually to vur away Sin by the⸗Sacrifice 
of himſelf,” T The Apoſtle's Expreſſion is, that Cuxisr ap- 
| peared, Eis abe rn huaglues, unto the utter Abolition of Sin: ſo that, 
by Virtue of his perfect Oblation, Sin ſhould neither be charged 
upon, nor eventually mentioned to, Thoſe, for whom he was of- 
fered up. The Iniquity of /rael ſhall be ſought for, and 
- there ſhall be none; and the Sins of Fudah, and they ſhall not 
be found: for I will pardon them whom I reſer ve.“ l In a 
Word: either the Death of Cukisr was not a real and perfect 
Satisfaction for Sin: or, if it was, then upon every Principte 
of Reaſon and Juſtice, all That Sin muſt be actually forgiver 
and done away, which his Death was a«*true and plenary Sa- 
tisfaction for—On the Suppoſition that his Redemption was 
_ not abſolute; it vaniſhes imo u Redemption at all. Go over, 
therefore, fairly and ſquarely, to the Tenets of Socinus ; or 
believe that CuRx sr is the Lamb of God, who,” in Deed and 
in Truth, © beareth and taketh away the Sins of the World.” 6 
How ſpeaks the Church of England, concerning this i impor- 
tant Matter? I-refer you to her 
___ - 3iRt ARTICLE, «& Of the one Oblation of- cu, FINISHED 
upon the Crofs. . 
The offering f Cunr; once made, ix that PERFECT Redemp- 
tion, Propitiation and Satisfaction, for All L the Sins ef the aubole 
World, both Original and Actual and there is no OTHER e 
dee for ner but THAT ALONE. «+ Te m | 


Po „ Heb b Job eb. 4. 4 He, ix. 26: . Fer-l 20. 
| | | ; | | $ . Jobn i. 29. 5 


fed Satisfudion for ALL Sin. Let unlimited Redemption 
proved; and I will take upon myſelf. to prove unlimited Sal- 
vation. | 2 


There are many Scripture Paſſages, where the Phraſes | 


C9: 3 -. 

Do not let that Expreſſion, The «whole Vorld, Rumble you, 
You remember what our Te Deum ſays © When thou hadft over. 
come the Sharpneſs of Death, thou didſi open the Kingdom of Heg- 
wen to ALL BtLievers.”” So in the above Anicle 3—T he Obs 
lation of Car1sT once made for all the Sins of THE WHOLE WoRLDy 
i. e. the whole World of Believers: for Gop's Elect are a 
World within a World. The whole World is a Scripture-Termz 
and the compilers of our Articles did well in adopting it. 
But do you imagine that every Individual of Mankind is meant? 


ſurely, no; for, were Redemption thut univerſal, Salvation 


would and muſt be of equal Extent: otherwiſe, either Gon 
the Father would be unjuſt, or the Blood-ſhedding of Carsr 
could not be (what our Articles affirm it to ee Fa per- 


Once 


World, and whole World, are and muſt be underſtood in a re- 
ſtricted Senſe. So, where St Paul thus addreſſes the Roman 
Converts: * Your Faith is ſpoken of, or celebrated, through» 
out the whole World,” i. e. throughout the whole Lelieving 
World, or Chriſtian Church : for none but Believers would 
applaud and celebrate the Romans for their Faith in Chriſt, 
Rom. i. 8.— We are of God,” ſays the Apoſtle John, and 
the whole World lyeth in the wicked One, John v. 19. 
Where, if the whole World denote every Individual of Mankind, 
it would follow, that both the Apoſtle himſelf, and the Chrif- 
tians to whom he wrote, were, at that very Time, in the Wit- 


Led One; and conſequently, that he was guilty of a Self con- 


tradiction, in ſaying, we are of God.—In the Book of Revela- 
tions, Satan is ſtiled the Deceiver of the whole World,” chap. 


xii. 9. and the whole World? are ſaid to * wonder after the 
Beaſt,* chap. xiii. 3. meaning, a confiderable Part of the World. 


Nay, even in the daily Converſation, it is cuſtomary with 
us to make. uſe of the word Morlil, in a limited Signification. 
So, when we ſpeak of the Learned IVorld, the Buſy World, the 


Gay World, the Polite World, the Religious World ; we do not _ 


mean that every Man in the World is learned, buſy, gay, polite, 


or religious.; we only mean, Thoſe in the World, who are ſo. 


To cloſe this Head. Upon the Suppoſition of a random _ 
Redemption, and a precarious Salvation; St Paul's Inference, 
„Who {hall condemn? it is Cuxisr that died ;” might be 
8 GW ¾ eaſily 
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Ally anſwered and overthrown : ſince, if the Armitian Hy- 
potheſis be true, Millions of theſe, for whom Cunisr died, 
will be condemned; and, what heightens the Abſurdity, con- 
demned on Account of thoſe very Sins for which CHRISH did 


| die. A Suppoſition, exploded by the Apoſtle, as impoſſible. 


—Surely, Cur1sT knew for what, and for whom, he paid the 
Ranſom-price of his infinitely precious Blood ! nor would the 
Father purchaſe to himſelf a Church of Ele& Perſons, for his 


own peculiar Reſidence; and then leave Satan to run away 


with as many of the Beams and Pillars as he — Equally 


rontrary to ſound Doctrine, is, 


IV. The Tenet of Zuſtification by Works. 

All human Riglitcouſneſs is imperfet: And to ſuppoſe, 
that Gov, whoſe Judgment is always accofding io Truth, will, 
by a paltry Commutation, which he every where diſclaims, 


and which the Majeſty of his Law forbids ; be put off with 
not only a defe&ive, but even a polluted Obedience, and juſtify 

Mien by Virtue of ſuch a counterfeit (at moſt, a partial) Con- 
'! Formity to his Commandments ; to imagine, that the Law ac- 
commodates itſelf to human Depravation, and, Chamæleon 


Uke, aſſumes the Complexion of the Sinners with whom it has 
to do ;—is Antinomianiſm of the grofſeft Kind. It repreſents 
the Law as hanging out falſe Colours, and infifling on Per- 
Fe&ion; while, in Fact, it is little better, than a formal Patent 
for Licentiouſneſs; and degrades the adorable Law: giver 
Himſelf i into a Conniver at Sin. 

Add to this, That, if Gop can, confiftently with his ac- 


| Ab wiedged Autribuies, and his avowed Declarations, ſave guil- 


ty, obnoxious Creatures, without their bringing ſuch a complete 
-Righteouſneſs as the Law demands; it will neceſſarily follow, 
that Cop, when his Hand is in, may ſave Sinners without any 
Kighteouſneſs at all, ſince, the ſame Flexibility, which (as the 
Arminians ſuppoſe) induces Gop to diſpenſe with Part of his 
Law; may go a Step farther, and induce him to ſet aſide the 


av bole—Moreover, if our Perſons may be juſtified, without a 


legal Ci. e. a perſe) Righteouſneſs; it will follow, on the 
ame Principle, that our Sins may be pardoned, without an 
«Atonement; and then, farewel to the whole Scheme of Chriſ- 


8 l at onee. 


There are Two grand Axioms, which enter into the very 
* Foundation of Revealed Religion: 3 
| -* 3" Phat 


” by * 
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1. That the Law will accept no Obedience, ſhort of perfect, 
as the Condition of Juſtification :. and, | 
2. That, ever ſince Adam's firſt Offence, Man has, and can 
have, no ſuch Obedience of his own. : 
What, then, muſt a Sinner do to be ſaved? He muſt Believe 
in, and reft upon, that Saviour, who was, by gracious Im- 
putation, made Sin for us, that we,“ by a ſimilar Exchange, 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God IN HIM.“ * 
This be the Goſpel Scheme of Salvation, the Apoſtle's Aſſer- 
tion will be inconteltible : * As many of you as are juſtified by. 
the Law,” or ſeek Juitification on the Footing of your own: 
Works, are fallen from Grace,” + revolted and apoſtatized 
from that Goſpel- Syſtem, which teaches, that Men are juſti- 
fied by the Grace of Gop, flowing through CarrsT's Righte= 
ouſneſs alone. 1 Alas! how hardly are we brought to accept 
Salvation, as a Gift of mere Favour! We are for bringing a 
Price in our Hands, and coming with Money in our Sack's 
Mouth: notwithſtanding the celeſtial Direction is, Buy Wine 
and Milk, WITHOUT Money and WITHOUT Price ;z* I} 
i. e. take as abſolute Poſſeſſion of Pardon, Holineſs and eternal 
Life, as if they were your own by Purchaſe; but remember, 
that you, nevertheleſs, have them gratis, without any Deſert, 
. Nay, contrary to all Deſert, of Yours— We did not bribe Goo 
to create us: and how is it poſſible, that we Would pay him. 
any Thing for /aving us ? | 
Zeuxisr, the celebrated Grecian Painter, uſed, towards the- 
latter Part of his Life, to give away his Pictures, without 
deigning to accept of any pecuniary Recompence. Being aſꝶ- 
ed the Reaſon, his Anſwer was, I make Preſents of my Pic 
tures, becauſe they are 120 valuable to be purchaſed. * They are: 
3 all Price.“ And does not Gov freely give us a Part in 
the Book of Life, an Intereſt in his SON, and a Title to his 
Kingdom; nay, does he not make us a preſent of HIMSELF: 
in Cuxis r; becauſe theſe Bleſſings are, literally, above all Price? 
too great, too high, too glorious, to be purchaſed by the 
Works of Man? Becauſe we cannot merit chem, Gob is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed ſreely to beſtow them. 
It is equaliy ſad, and aſtoniſhing, to obſerve the e 
of that Foundation, on which Self. Juſticiaries build their 
Hopes of Heaven. Firſt, there's a Stratum of Free-Will;. 
then, of good Dijpoſui tions; then of iegal . next a 
| 2 ; Layer 
* 2 Car. v. + Gal. v. 4 +, Bom. v. al. l. Il Iv. 1. 
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Layer of what they term Divine Aid: and Afiflances ; ratified 


and made effectual by human Compliances ; then a little of 


Chrifl's Merits ; then Faithfulne/s to Helps received; and, to 


|| finiſh the Motley-Mixture, a Perſeverance of their own ſpinning. 


Ar fo much Pains is a Phariſee, in going about to ęſtabliſb his 
pwn. Righteouſneſs, rather than embrace the Bible-way of Sal- 
JFation, by fubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of Gop the Son.“ 
Now, what ſays the Church of England, concerning the 
Cafiſe and Manner of our Acceptance with the Father? Thus 


the ſpeaks ; and Thus all her real Men:bers believe: 


ARTICLE IX. © Of the Juſtification of Man. Fr 
e are accounTED Righteous before Gov ONLY for the 
Merits of our Lord and Saviour Jxs8us CHRIST.“ One would 
imagine, This might have been enough to eitabliſh the Point : 
but, . utterly to preclude Self Righteouſneſs from all Poſſibili- 
ty of Acceſs, the Church immediately adds, And NOT for 
our own Horks or Deſervings.” 8 3 5 


Flere, the old Queſtion naturally recurs, © What, then, be- 


comes of good Works?“ The plain Truth is, that, till a Man 
1s juſtified by Faith, he can do 20 good Works at all 
' ARTICLE XIII. Of Works dene xeroRt Fuſlification. 
e Works done BEFORE the Grace of CnRISsT, and the Inſpi- 
ration of His Spirit, are NOT PLEASANT to Gop:“ and, if fo, 
how is it poſſible, that he ſhould iii us on Account of them? 
—But wur are they not plealing to Gop ? © Foraſmuch,”” 
adds the Article, * as they - ſpring” not from Faith in IxsVs 
Cunrsr,” | 5 3 

« Well but,“ may ſome ſay, admitting that Works done 
before Juſtification do not properly recommend us to Gop, they 
may, at leaſt, gualiß us 155 Believing ; and thereby, be re- 


motely, a Condition, ine qua non, of Jullilication.” The Church 
Will not allow even of this. For, treating, in the above Ar- 
ticle, of Works prior to Juſtification, She adds: neither do they 
male Men MEET to receive Grace.“ This clinches the Nail; 
and cuts up Self. Righteouſneſs, Root and Branch. —But does 


the Church ſtop here? no: to put the whole Matter as far be- 


| yond Doubt, as Words can place it, She cloſes ber Deciſion 
thus; Tea, rather, far that they are not done as Gor hath will- 
it ed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
| Nature of SIN.“ Now, if Works, wrought previous to juſti- 
| fication, are Sin; it is abſolutely impoſſible that we ſhould be 


” juſtified 
EO 


e | 
iuſtified'by Works: unleſs Sin can be ſuppoſed to recommend. 
us to Gon's Favour. Which, to imagine, were Antinomian=- 
iſm outright. —What think you, ö 9 
V. Of the Doctrine of Unefectual Grace? A Doctrine, 

which repreſents Omn1ÞoTENCE itſelf as wiſbing and trying, 
and ri ving, to xo Purpoſe. According to this Tenet, Goo 
in endeavouring (for, it ſeems, it is only an Endeavour) to con- 
vert Sinners, may, by Sinners, be foiled, defeated, and diſs 
appointed :— He may lay cloſe and long Siege to a Soul, and 
that Soul can, frem ihe Citadel of impregnable Free-Will 
hang out a Flag of Deftante to Gop-himfelt, and, by a con- 
tiaued Obſtinacy of Defence, and a few vigorous Sallies of. 
Free-Agency, compel him to raiſe the Siege.—In a Word, 
the Holy Spirit, after having, for Years, perhaps, danced At- 
tendance on the Will of Man, may, at laſt, like a diſcomfiteds 
General, or an unſucceſsſul Petitioner, be either put to igno-. 


minious Flight, or contemptuouſly diſmiſſed, Re infecta, with=- 


out accompl:ſhing the End, for which he was ſent. | | 
Can, then, The Loxyd and Giver of Life . cam he, who 
like the adorable Son, is Goo of Go and Gop with Gop;: 
ſhall the. Bleſſed Spirit of Grace, who is, in Glory, equal, and,, 
in Majeſty, co eternal, with the Other Two Perſons of the God- 
head, and has all Power bath in Heaven and in.Earth ;—ſhall:* 
| he, who hath the Keyof David; who openeth, and no man ſhut- 
teth, and ſhutteth, and no man openeth* ;? ſhall us knock at the: 
Door of the human Heart, and leave it at the Option of Free- 
will to inſult him, from the Window, and bid him go fror 
' whence he came? Surely, Men's Eyes muſt be blinded in- 
deed, before they can lay down ſuch a ſhocking Suppoſttion4 
for a religious Aphoriſm; and even go ſo far as to declare, 
that, unleſs Gop is vanguiſbable by Man, * There can be no- 
ſuch Thing as Virtue or Vice, Reward or Puniſhment, Praiſez 
or, Blame e E526: 6 4 

The main Root of the Error conſiſts, greatly, in not diſ- 
tinguiſhing, between the Goſpel of Grace and the Grace o the + 
Goſpel. The Goſpel of Grace may be rejected; but the Grace 
of the Goſpel cannot. Gop's ' written Meſſage in the Scrip- 
tures, and his verbal Meſſage by his Miniſters, may, or may :.} 


n cet, be liſtened to; whence-it is recorded, All the Day long 


have I ſtretched forth my Hand to a diſobedient and gain- 
ſaying People' f. But when Gov himſelf comes, and takes the: 
fs „ Ff. 

4 Re ü ,. Zam. x. a4. „ 4 


Heart. 
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* Heart into his own „ Hand; when He ſpeaks, from Heaven,. 
to the Soul, and makes the Gel of Grace a Channel to con- 
vey the Drace of the Goſpel; the Haien is cifeQually done. 
If Gop makes a Change, who can turn him away!“? What-- 
ſoever he doth, it ſhall be for ever; nothing can be put to it, 


nor any Thing taken from it: and God doth it, that Men 


ſbould fear before him'f, and acknowledge, that the Excellency” 
# of Converting Power is of HIM, and not of Us f. 


A modern Schi{matic, now living, thought he both ſhewed 


| | his Wit, and graveled his Opponents, in ſaying, that, accor- 
ding to the Doctrine of our Church, . The Souls of Men can 
no more vanquilh the Saving Grace of. Gon, than their Bo- 


dies can reſiſt a Stroke of Lightening.” I would aſk the Ob- 


| jeQor, whether be ever knew of any Lightening, like That 
Which flaſhed from the Mediator's Eye, when he turned and 


Koked upon Peter? And ſomething ſimilar is experienced by 
every converted Perſon. 


will I make Mention of 


Thee . When God ſays to the Heart, Se thou my Face. 


the Reply is, and cannot but be, Thy Face, Lorp, ill 
ſeek ©. For, God, who, in the Beginning of the Creation, 
i and the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath, by an Exer- 
tion of Power, equally invincible, and as certainly effectual, 
Hined into our Hearts, to give us the Light of the Knowledge of 

| Gop, as it is manifeſted ia the Perſon and Grace of Feſus- 

| Chri it. * Wherefore, then, do Men ſay, We are Lords, and 

| ave will come no more unto Thee, F except we ourſelves chuſe 
it? Alas, Alas! did the Matter reſt with us, we ſhould ne- 
ver chuſe to come to Gov at all. 
our Wills, we ſhould never even will that great Change, that 
internal Regeneration, without which, no Man can ſee the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 4 God, I am bold to declare, would 


If he did not firſt change 


not have been Lord of any Hearts, now under this Roof, had 
he "os by the conſtraining Power of his own. Love, effectual- 


The Log turns and looks upon a 
Sinner; who then relents, and cries out, with his whole 
Lon, my Gov, other Lords, befides Thee, 
have had Dominion over me: but now, Ly Thee, through the E- 
nergy of thy renewing influence, 
Thy Name only.'j—Whom have I in Heaven, but Thee? 
and there is none upon Earth that I deſire, in Compariſon of 


ly . 

*- See the Marginal Nabe of Job xi 10. '+ Feel. ith, 14. 

[4 > Cor. iv. 7. § Lai. xxvi. 13. Eſalm lx ail 25- J Fam 
axvii. 8. 0 A Cop. vi. 6. + Jeren ii 31. : 225 lit, 3. 
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7 | „„ 
ly gained them over, and invincibly attached them to his 
Bleſſed Self. The Glorious and Independent Creator made 
us, at firſt, without our Leave; and yet, according to the 
modern Syſtem, he rouit ak and wait for our Leave, before 
he can make us anew / | | 


Do you deſire to know the Judgment of the Church, upon 


this Point? You have it, in her 19th Article; where, ſpeak- 
ing of Cop's Ele& People, She afferts, that“ They are CALL» 
BD, according to his Purpoſe, by his SpIRIrH working in due Sea- 
ſon and immediately adds, that“ They, through Grace, onty 
the Calling.” God's converting Call therefore, is ſuch as pro- 
duces Obedience to it: i. e. it is triumphantly efficacious ; and ren» 
dered ſucceſsful, not by the Will and Towardlineſs of the Per- 
fm Called, but by the Power and Grace of Him that Calleth. 
Nay, ſo far is the Efficacy of Divine Influence ſ:om being 

fuſpended on any internal or external Ability of the Creature, 
that in our 10th ArTiCLE, concerning Free will, the Church 


expreſſes herſelf thus! © The Condition. of Man, ſince the fall of 


Adam, is ſuch, that he ARNO turn, nor, even prepare him» 


ſelſ, by his own natural Strength and good Works, to Faith and 
Calling upon G e 


VI. What think you of Antinomianiſm ? 8 e Hs 
Buy Antinomianiſm, I mean, That Doct: ine, which teaches,. 


“That Believers are releaſed from all Obligation to obſerve 


the Moral Law, as a Rule of External Obedience: That, in- 


_ Conſequence of Cuyrisr's having wrought out a juſtifying. 


Righteonſneſs for us, we have nothing to do, but to fit down, 
eat, drink and be merry That the Mcthah's Merits ſuperſede 


he neceſſity of perſonal, inherent Sanctification; and That all 
our Holineſs is in Him, not in ourſeſves.: That the Abound- 
ings of Divine Grace give Sanction to the Commiſſion of Sin; 


and, in a Word, That the whole preceptive Law of Gop is 
not eſtablifhed, but repealed and ſet aſide, frem the Time we 


believe in Cyr18T.” This is as contrary to ſound Dodrine, as 


it is to ſound Morals; and a Man need only a# up to theſe- 

Principles, to be a Devil Incarnate. It is impoſlible, that ei- 
ther the Son of Gop, who came down from Heaven, to per- 
form, and to make known, His Father's Will; or that the 


SPIRIT of Gon, ſpeaking in the Scriptures and acting upon 


the Heart; ſhould adminiſter the leaſt Encouragement to 
Negligence and Unholineſs of Life. Therefore, That Opi- 
nion, which Suppoſes perſonal Sanctification to be unneceſ- 
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ſary to final Glorification, ſtands, in direct Oppoſition to eve- 
ry Dictate of Reaſon, and to every Declaration of Scripture. 
Indeed, the very Nature of Election, of Faith, and of all 
Covenant- Grace whatever, renders Holineſs abſolutely indiſ- 


penſable : foraſmuch as, without a ſpiritual and moral Re- 


ſemblance of God, there can be no real Felicity on Earth, 


nor any future Enjoyment of Heaven. —Suppofe, we appeal 


to Experience? | ſpeak now to You, who 4tnow in whom ye 


have believed +. to You, who have received the Atonement, and 
who have been ſenſibly reconciled unto Gop by the Death of bis 
Son. If, at any Time, ye have been-off your Guard, and. 


ſuffered to lapſe into Sin ; How have ye felt yourſelves after- 


wards? ye have gone with broken Hearts and with Broker 
Bones. Ye have found it to be indeed * an evil and a bitter. 
Thing, to depart,” though ever ſo little, from the Lord.“ 
Le know, by diſmal Experience, that The Way of Tranſ- 


greſſion is hard; and that Sin, like ZzetiaPs Roll, is written, 


within and without, with Lamention and Mourning: and 
Woe.“ The Gall of bitterneſs is inſeparable from the Bond of 


Friquity, Upon the Principle, therefore, of mere Self Intereſt, 


| (to go no higher), a true Believer cannot help aſpiring to Ho- 


lineſs and good Works. 


- 


Heaven muſt be brought down-into the Human Soul, be- 
fore the Human Soul can be fitted for Heaven, There muſt,, 


as the School-men ſpeak, be © a Congruity and Similitude be- 


_ tween the Faculty and the Object,“ i. e. there muſt be anizward- 
Meetneſt for the Viſion and Glory of: God, wrought in you by 


His Holy Spirit, in order to render you ſuſceptible of thoſe ex- 


alted Pleaſures, and the Fulneſs of Joy, which are in his Pre- 


ſence,. and at His Right Hand, for ever. _ Was thy Soul, O- 


unconverted Sinner, to be, this Moment, ſeparated from thy 
Body. and even admitted into Heaven (ſuppoſing it was poſ- 
ſible for an Unregenerate Spirit to enter there; Heaven would 
not be Heaven to Thee. You cannot reliſh the Bleſſedneſs of 
the New Ferufalem, unleſs Gep, in the mean while, make you 
Pertaker of a new Nature. The FarnER choſe His People to 
Salvation; The Son purchaſed for them the Salvation, to 
which they were choſen : and the Bleſted SIX IT fits and qua- 
lißes them for that Salvation, by his Renewing Influences: 
for, as a Dead Man cannot inherit an Eſtate, no more can a 
Dead Soul (and every Soul is ſpiritually dead, till n 


Aſalm ii. 
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| E 1 | 
and born again of the Holy Ghoſt) inherit the Kingdom of 
Gop. Yet, Sanctification and Holineſs of Life do not con- 
ſtitute any Part of our Title to the Heavenly Inheritance; any 
more than mete animal Life entitles a Man of Fortune to the 
Eſtate he enjoys: He could not, indeed, enjoy his Eſtate, if 
he did not live; but his Claim to his Eſtate ariſes from ſome 
other Quarter. In like manner, it is not our Holineſs, that 
entitles us to Heaven; though no Man can enter Heaven, with- 
out Holineſs. Gop's gratuitous Donation, and CnRIST's 
- meritorious Righteouſneſs, conſtitute our Right to future Glo- 
y: while the Holy Ghoſt, by inſpiring us with ſpiritual Life 
{of which ſpiritual Life, good Works are the Evidences and 
ne Actings) puts us into a real Capability of and Fitneſs for 
That Inheritance of endleſs Happineſs, which, otherwiſe, we 
could never, in the very Nature of Things, either pgſeſe, or 
enjoy. N 
Let it be obſerved,“ ſays one of the moſt learned and 
judicious Writers of this Age, © that CarisT's Active Obedi- 
ence to, the Law for Us, in our Room and Stead, does not 
exempt us from Perſonal Obedience to it; any more than His 
Sufferings and Death exempt us from corporal Death, or from 
"Suffering for His Sake. It is true, indeed, we do not fuffer 
and die in the Senſe He did; to ſatisfy Juſtice, and atone for 
Sin: ſo neither do we yield Obedience to the Law, in order 
to obtain Eternal Life by it. By CnHRIs T's Obedience for us, 
we are exempred from Obedience to the Law, in this Senſe: 
but not from Obedience to it, as a Rule of Walk and Conver- 
ſation, by which to glorify Gov, and expreſs our Thankful- 
neſs to Him for His abundant Mercies.” —Travellers inform 
us, that, in Turley the Partiſans, of the ſeveral Denominations 
there, are dillinguiſhed by the Colour of their Shoes: ſo that 
if you meet any Perſon in the Streets, you need only look at 
his Feet, to know of what Religion he is. And may not the 
Truth of Grace be diſcerned, to, at leaſt, an high Degree of 
\ Probability, by the Life and Converſation of thoſe who make 
a Religious Prefeſſion? The Man, who ſays that he knows 
Gop, and in Works denies Mim ; who calls Cukisr, Lord 
Lord, but does not the Thing that He enjoins ; Whoſe Voice, 
indeed, is Jacob's Voice, but his Hands are the Hands of“! 
A very capital Painter, in Lo x Don, lately exhihited a Piece, repreſen- 
ting a Fryar, habited in his Canonicals. Vicw the Painting at a n 
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4 
Eſau; reſembles our: Savious's Perſecutors and Murderers, of of * 
old, who bowed their Knees, and cried, * Hail King of the as | 
Jews!“ while they it in His Face, and ſmote Him with the tim 
Palms of their Hands. The Hypocrite's Profeſſion is dark and | 

opaque : but that of a real Saint is pellucid and tranſparent. 
The Rays of Grace, in a genuine Believer, pervade his whole +01 
Behaviour, and are tranſmitted through all the Parts of his dur 
Practical Walk. Though every Moral Man is not therefore cep 
"a a Chriſtian, yet every Chriſtian, is neceſſarily, a Moral Man. a 
When Flaminius, the Roman General, did at the hmian ma 
Games, announce FREEDOM to Greece, in the Name of | 
the Senate and People of Rome; the tranſported Greeks re- fect 
| _ :,  Ceived the glorious News with ſuch Acclamations of Gratitude, Ea 
and Thunder of Applauſe; that ſome. Ravens, which were ge! 
flying over the Stadium, dropt down to the Earth, ſtunned ge] 
| and ſenſeleſs : The very Games and Exerciſes were neglected, as 
1 and nothing, but burſting Eclats of admiring Joy, engroſſed Aden 
1 the Day, —So, when the Holy Spirit of Confolation announces it 
i Goſpel- Liberty, and Eternal Redemption, to the Souls of the ſuc 
l |  Awakened; the Love of Sin, and the Ravens of detelted ! Fig 
1 Luſts, fall before His ſacred Influence. Both the Toils and ] rec 
| the Pleaſures of the World are regarded as inſignificant, when no 
14 ſet in Competition with the One Thing needful. Holy Won- to 
| der, Love, and Joy, quite engage the Powers of the Believeris pr 
Mind, during the Spring-tide Conſolations of his firſt manifeſ- to 
| tive Eſpouſals; and a ſure Foundation is, from that Moment th 
laid, for the Performance of all thoſe good Works, which are in; 
Fruits of Salvation by Grace. While Faith is in Exerciſe, me 
and a Senſe of Divine Favour is warm upon the Heart zu is 
Child of God is as much ſteeled to the Allurements of Sin, as m. 

1 OXavius was cool to the meretricious Charms of Cleopatra. th 
| Thus, conſcientious Obedience, though neither the Cauſe Wes 
{| nor Condition of our Juſtification in the Sight of Gop, nor of | -w 
| our Admittance into His Glory; is, nevertheleſs, gn eſſential [ H 
Branch both of Privilege and Duty, as well as a neceſſary In- . 
[| dication of our Acceptance in the Beloved. Thzs is the . | " 
- and you would think the Fryar to he in a praying Attitude : his Hands are | 8 

claſped together, and held horizontally to his Breaſt; his Eyes meekly de- al 

| miſſed, like Thoſe of the Publican in the Goſpel; and the good Man ap- 3 

| pears to be quite abſorbed in humble Adoration and devout Recbllection th 
But take a nearer Survey, and the Deception vaniſhes: the Book, which fo 


| ſeemed to lyse before him, is diſcovered to be a Punch-bowwl, into which, the 
1H Weetch is, all the While, in Reality, only ſqueezing a Lemon.——Hew. 


| lively a Repreſentation of an Hypocyite ! 
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of View, in which our Church conſiders Good Works : viz. not 


as preceding Conditions of Salvation, but as ſubſequent Tef- 
timonies and Marks of Salvation already obtained. 


þs. ho ARTICLE XII. Of-Good Works. 


& Albeit that Good Works, which are the Fruits of Faith, and 


+ OLLOW AFTER Fuſtt 1fication, c cannot put away our Sing, and ene 

dure the Severity of God's Judgment, yet are they pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to Go in CuRISTH, and do SPRING OUT, necefſarily, of 
a true and lively Faith : inſomuch that, by them, a lively Faith 

may be as EVIDENTLY KNOWN, as & Tree diſcerned by its Fruit.” 


VII. What think you, concerning the Tenet of Sinle/s Per- 


fection ? which ſuppoſes, that the very Inbeing of Sin may, on 


Earth, be totally exterminated from the Hearts of the Re- 


generate; and that Believers may, Here, be pure as the An- 
gels that never fell, yea, (I tremble at the Blaſphemy)—Holy 


as ChrIsT Himſelf, To hold this Hereſy, is the very Quinteſ- 


ſence of Deluſion ; but to imagine ourſelves really in the State 
it deſcribes, were the very Apex of Madneſs. Yet, many 
ſuch there are : /ome ſuch, I myſelf have known, 


Indwelling Sin and unholy Tempers do, moſt certainly, 


receive their Death's Wound, in Regeneration: but they do 


Not quite expire, till the Renewed Soul is taken up, from Earth 


to Heaven. In the mean Time, theſe hated Remains of De- 
pravity will, too often, like Priſoners in a Dungeon, crawl 
toward the Window (though in Chains), and ſhew themſelves 
through the Grate. Nay, I do not know, whether the Strive 
ings of inherent Corruption for Maſtery, be not, frequently, 
more violent in a regenerate Perſon, than even in One who 
is dead in Treſpaſſes: as wild Beaſts are, ſometimes, the 


more rampant and furious for being wounded. A perſon of 


the ampleſt Fortune cannot help the harboring of Snakes, 

Toads, and,other venomous Reptiles, on his Lands; but they 

ill breed, and neſtle, and crawl about his Eſtate, whether 

He will or no. All he can do, is, To purſue and kill them, 

\ Whenever they make their Appearance? yet, let hm be ever 

ſo vigilant and diligent, there will always be a Succeſſion of 

| »thoſe Creatures, to exerciſe his Patience and engage his In- 

duſtry. 80 is it with the true + in reſpect of indwel- 
ling Sin. | 

Would you ſee a per fect Saint? you * muſt needs go out of 

the World, then; you muſt,” go to Heaven, for the Sight : 

foraſmuch as Taras only are * | The Spirits of juſt Men made 
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perfect. This Earth, on which we live, never bore but 
Three Sinleſs Perſons : our firſt Parents, in the ſhort State of 
. Innocence; and Jrsvs Cuxisr, in the Days of His Abode 
below. Of the whole Human Race beſide, it always was, 
and ever will be true, that there is not a juſt Man upon Earth, 
who doeth good and ſinneth not. The moſt forward and 
towering Profeſſors are not always the firmeſt and moſt ſolid 
Chriſtians. Naturaliſts tell us, that the Oal is a full Century, 
in growing to a State of Maturity: yet, though, perhaps, the 
loweſt ; it is one of the nobleſt, the Rrongeſt, and moſt uſeful 
Trees in the World. How preferable to the flimſy, watery, 

ſhouting willow! !? . . | | 


Doctrine of Perfection, in her 15th Article, entitled, / 
CHRIST ALONE without Sin: where ſhe thus delivers her 
Judgment; 23s | | | 


all Things, Sin only except, from which He was clearly void, both 
in His Fleſh and His Spirit. He came to be a Lamb without Spot, 
avho, by Sacrifice of himſelf once made, ſbould take away the Sins 


Ar Wx, the Reft (although Baptized and Born again in CuzisT) 


. ceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in Us.” 

that the Infection of Nature doth REMAIN ; yea, in Them that 
be Regenerated. Let me juſt mention.” * by 
VIII. One more Particular, contrary to ſound Doctrine I 
mean, the Aſſertion of ſome, who would fain perſuade us, 
_ that ĩt is impoſſible for us to receive Knowledge of Salvation 
by the Remiſſion of Sin.“ Such a Denial is very oppoſite to 
the Uſual Tenor of Gop's Proceeding with His People in 
all Ages. The Beſt Believers, and the Strongeſt, may, in- 
indeed, have their Occaſional Fainting-Fits of Doubt and Dif- 
fidence, as to their own particular Intereſt in Cuxis r: nor, 
ſhould I have any great Opinion of that Man's Faith, who 
Was to tell me That he never had any Doubts at all. But 
-Ri)l, there are golden Seafons, when the Soul is on the mount 
of Communion with Gop; when the Spirit of His Sox ſhines 
into our Hearts, and gives us Boldneſs and Acceſs warn 


DIY N Heir. xif. 23. 


Our Church enters an expreſs Caveat aginſt the peſtilent 
„„ CHRIST, in the Truth of our Nature, Was mad: like unto us + ; 
e the World; and Sin, as St John ſaith, was not in him. But 


yet offend in many Things : and, if. we ſay we have no Sin, we de- 
So, it is declared, about the Middle of the 9th AgTicus, 


— ä 
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fidence by the Faith of Him; “ and when Sunt fine  Nube Dies, 
may be-the Chriſtian's exulting Motto. Moreover, a Perſon, 
who is at all converſant with the Spiritual Lifs Enows as cer- |} 
tainly, whether he indeed enjoys the Light of Gop's Counte- {| 
nance+, or whether he walls in Darkneſs ;{ as a Traveller 
kus, whether he travels in Sun-ſhine, or ia Rain. And, as | 
a Great and Good || Man obſerves, It is no Preſumption to 4 
read what was Gop's gracious Purpoſe toward us of old, when 
| He, as it were, prints His ſecret Thoughts, and makes them 
| Legible, in aur Effectual Calling. Ia this Cafe, we do not go 
up into Heaven, and pry into Gop's Secrets; but Heaven comes * 
2 down to Us, and reveals them.“ ru? | 15 
_— It may, indeed, be objected, that the Scripture- Doctrine of 
Aſurance, when realized into an actual Poſſeſſion of the Privi- 
lege, © may tend to foſter Pride, and promote Carelgſneſs.“ 
It cannot lead to Pride; for All, who have * taſted that the 
Lord is gracious,” know by indubitable Zxperience (and one 
| Fuad ſpeaks louder than an Hundred Speculations), that Be- 
| lie vers are then loweſt at Gop's Footſtool, when they are 
| higheſt on the Mount of Aſſurance. Much Indulgence from 
; Zarthly Parents, may, indeed, be productive of real Injury to 
their Children: but not ſo are the Smiles of Gon; for the 
Senſe of His Favour ſanifies, whilit it comforts, Nor can the 
Kyowledge of Intereſt in His Love tend to relax the Sinews 
of moral Diligence, or make us heedleſs how we behave our- 
ſelves in His Sight. During thoſe Exalted Moments, when 
Grace is in lively Exerciſe z when the Diſciple of Carisr ex- 
periences. pf hs | 1 
| be SouPs Calm Sun ſhine, and the Heart felt Foy 5"? 
| Corrupt Nature (that 74» of Sin within), and every vile Af- 
fection, are ſtricken, as it were, with a temporary Apoplexy: 
and the Believer can no more, for the Time being, commit 
wilful Sin, than an Angel of Light would dip his Wings in 
Mud. No: it is when we come deten from the Mount, and 
mix again with the World, that, like /Toſes, we are in Danger 
of breaking the Tables of the Law. But is it not Enthuſiaſm, 
to talk of holding /ntercourſe with Gop, and of Enowing our- 
|. ſelves to be the Objects of His Special Love?” No more En- 
| _ *thuſtaſtical (fo we keep within Scripture-Bounds), than it is 
„ for a favourite Child to conver/e with his Parents, and to know 
| 1 5 | D 895 5 that 
Epb. ii. 12. + Pſalm Ixxxix. 15. t Tſui, I. 10. 
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are Not. 
diſtreſſed with Doubts and Fears, without a fingle Ray of ſpi-- 


WS, [ 36 ] | 
at they have a particular A/z&#iop for him. Neither, in the 
ſtricteſt Reaſon and Nature ot Things, is it at all abſurd, to 


believe and es ct, That Gop can, and does, and will, commu- 
nicate His Favour to His People, and © manifelt Himſelf to 


Them, as He does not to the World” * at large. | 
» Yet, though God is thus graciouſly indulgent to many of 
His People (I believe, to all of them, at ſome Time or other, 


between their Converſion and Death); ſtill, if they treſpaſs 


againſt Him, He will not let their Offences paſs unnoticed 


nor uncorrected. Though Grace itſelf is inadmiſſible, the Com- 
ort of it may be ſinned away. Salvation is ſure to All the 


Redeemed; but the 7% of it may be loſt, P/alm li. 12. 


Great Peace have They that love Thy Law ;* and they only. 
Holineſs and Conſolation, are, wiſely and intimately, connected. 


In Proportion as we are enabled to live near to Gop, to walk 


humbly and cloſely with Him, and to keep our moral Garments 
clean; we may hope for Freedom of Intercourſe with Him, 
and to ure our Hearts before him + like the happy Believers 
of old, concerning whom it is ſaid, that they <valted at once 
In the FEAR of the Loxp, and in the COMFORT of the Holy 
VVV e 
Let not, however, what has been obſerved concerning the 
Bleſſing of Aſſurance, tumble or Diſcourage the Feeble of 
GBovp's Flock, on whom, for Reaſons wiſe and good, it may 
not, hitherto, have been His Pleaſure to beſtow this un/þeat- 
able Gift. The Scripture, plainly, and repeatedly, diſtinguiſhes 


between Faith; The Aura nce of Faith; and the Furt Aſu- 
rance of Faith: and the Fi, way exilt, where the er 7 wo 
I know ſome who have, ter Years together, been 


ritual Comfort all the while. And yet, I can no more doubt of 


their being true Believers, than I can queſtion my own Exiſt» 


ence as a Man. I am ſure, they are poffeſſed, not only of Faith 


in its loweſt Degree, bur of That which CHRIST Himſelf pro- 


nounces GREA'L Faith ; || for they can, at leaſt, ſay, Lox, 
I am not worthy, that thon ſhouldſt come under my Koof; 
but ſpeak the Word only, and thy Servant ſhall be Healed.” 


Faith is the Eye of the Soul; and the Eye is ſaid to ſee almoſt 
every Object but itſelf: fo that, you have real Faith, without 
veing able to diſcern it. Nor will Gob deſpiſe the Day of ſmall 


Things 
+ Thid, iii. 10. 
Math. viti, 6, 10. 
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Things. Little Faith goes to Heaven, no leſs than great Faith: 
though not ſo comfortably, yet altogether as furely. If your 
come, merely as a Sinner, to Jesus; and throw yourſelf, at 


all Events, for Salvation, on his alone Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the Grace and Promiſe of Gov in Him; thou art as 


truly a Believer, as the molt Triumphant Saint that ever lived. 
Aud, amidſt ail your Weakneſs, Diſtreſſes and Temptations, 
remember, that Goo will not caft aut nor caſt off the meaneſt 
and unworthieſt Soul that ſeeks Salvation only in the Name of 
Jesus Casisr the Righteous. When you- cannot follow be 


Roch, the Rock ſhall follow Ton nor ever leave you, for fo. 


much as a ſingle Moment, on this Side the, Heavenly Canaan. 
If you feel your abſolute Want of Cazisr, you may, on all 
Occaſions, and in every Exigence, betake yourſelf to the Co- 
venant Love and Faithfulneſs of Gon, for Pardon, Sanctifica- 
tion and Safety; with the ſame Fulineſs of Right and Title, 
as a Traveller leans upon his own Staff, or a weary Labourer 
throws himſelf upon his own Bed, or as an opulent Nobleman 
draws upon his own Banker for whatever Sum he wants.—L 
ſhall only detain you farther, while I warn you; | 

IX. Againſt another Limb of Arminianiſm, totally © con- 


trary to ſound Doctrine: I mean that Tenet, which aſſerts 


The Poſſibility of falling finally from a State of REAL Graces 
God does not give, and then tate away. He does, indeed, 


frequently reſume what He only /ent ; ſuch as Health, Riches, 


Friends, and other temporal Comforts : but what He gives, 


He gives for ever. In a way of Gracy, the Gifts and Call- 


ing of God are without Repentance:“ “ He will never repent 
of beſtowing them; and every Attribute, He has, forbids Hiss 
to revoke. them. "The Bleflings of his Favour are, That 
Good Part, which ſhall not be taken from? thoſe that have it . 

A Parent, of moderate Cirrcumſtances, may give his Child- 
ren ſomething to fet up with in the World, and addreſs them 
to this Effect; “ T have now done for you all that is in my- 
Power to do, and gone as far as my Circumſtances will al- 


low: you mult, from henceforward, ſtand on your own Feet, 
and be good Huſbands of the old Stock. The Preſervation and. 
Improvement of what I have given you, mult be left to Chance 
and yourſelves.” In this very View does Arminianiſin reprelent- 
the Great Father Almighty. But how does Scripture repre- 
ſeat Him? as ſaying, I will NEVER leave thee, or ſoriake: 
| 1 e | | thee- 


* Rom, xi, S367 97 Luke x. 4K | 7 
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thee * :—Even to your old Age, I am He; and even to hoary 
Hairs will I carry yon ; I have made, and I will bear, even 
I will carry and will deliver you+— My ſheep hear my Voice, 


5 eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 


eople can be finally loſt; it muſt be occaſioned, either by 
But they are certainly and effectually ſecure againſt theſe Two, 
and theſe oz/y poſſible, Sources of Apoſtacy. For, thus runs 


| the Covenant of Grace; I will make an everlaſting Cove- 
nant with them, that I witt xnoT TURN away FRom THEM, 


Now, if Gop will neither leave hem, nor ſuffer them to leave 
Him: their final Perſeverance in Grace to Glory mult be cer- 
tain and infallible, 5 . 
Having greatly exceeded the Limits I deſigned, I ſhall for- 
bear to adduce the Atteſtations of the Church of England to 
F the Doctrines of Afzrance and Perſeverance ; eſpecially, ſeeing 
; I have done this, ſomewhat largel-, elſewhere ||]. —I mutt 
not, however, conclude, without obſerving, That Itreverſible 
| Jyfification,, on Gop's Part and ſubjective /furance of Inde- 
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Service of Error, and who ſtill ces up and down, fowing bis Tears, ſceking 
| whom he may devour, and compaſſing Sea and Land to mare Proſelytes: True 
Ennis 's Sheep“ cannot be plucked forcibly cut of bis land, by others: 
| bi they themſelves may ſlip through his Hanis, and ſo fall into Hell, and. 
be eternally loſt.” They may >LIP, may they? as if the Mediator, in 
| preſerving His People, held only a Parccl of Eels by the Tail! Is not this, 
a ſhameleſs Way of ſlipping through a plain Text of Scripture? But 1 would 


laſt cited Paſſage, which exprefsly, declares, concermng Chriſt's Peopie 
| that they ſoall never periſh ? ſince, periſh they nececeſiarily mujt, and cer- 
 tainly would, if eventually ſeparated from Chriſt; whether they were to 


tus —— 


them. 1 conclude, then, That the Promiſe mad: to the Saints, that they- 
ſſall ne ver periſo, ſecures them, equally, apainſt the Poſh ility of being ei- 
ther wreſted. from Chriit's Hand, or of their own falling from it: ſincg 
eoul4 One or Other be the Cale, F:74/þ they muſt, and Chriſt's Promile 
would fall to the Ground 3 

I In a Pamphlet, en.itled, the Church of Fng'and vindicated from the. 


Pl 


{ Page 125, 126; and, concerning the Doctrine of Perſeverance, fre Page 
- J 1 ; 127 130. . 5 s , N 1 
1 | | 


and I know them, and they follow me: and 1 give unto them 
luck them out of my Hand? 4. In a Word: If any of Govy's 


their Departing from Gov, or by God's Departure from Them. 


to do them good; and 1 will put my Fear in their Hearts, 
| that THEY SHALL NOT DEPART EROM ME, Fer, xxxii. 40. 


fectibility 


I Jobn x. 28. True, ſaid an Arminian Schiſmatic, grown grey in, tha 


fain aſk the —"4.694 Sophiſter, how we are to underſtand that Part of the 
a 


be plucked out of his Hands, or whether they were only to flip through | 
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ſectibility, on ours; do by no Means inveſt an Offending Chrif- 
tian with Immunity from Sufferings and Chaſtiſement. Thus, 
NaThan ſaid to Davin, The Loxp hath put away thy Sins; | 
thou ſhalt not die:“ yet was he ſeverely. ſcourged though not _ 
diſinherited, for his Tranſgreſſions. The Tenor of Goy's | 

immutable Covenant with the Meſſiah, and with His People | 
in Him, is This: His Seed will I make to endure for ever, 
and His Throne as the Days of Heaven. If His Children 
forſake my Law, and walk not in my Judgments ; if they 
break my Statutes, and keep not my Commandments ; then 
will I viſit their Tranſgreſſion with the Rod, and their Iniqui- 

, ty with Stripes : -nevertheleſs, my Loving Kindneſs will I 
not utterly take from Him, nor ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail. 

My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the Thing that is 
gone out of my Lips. I have ſworn, once for all, by my Ho- 
lineſs, that I ill not lie unto? JEsvs the Anti- typical David, 
by fuffering any of his Redeemed People to periſh*®. Hence, 
as it is preſently added, they hall be gſlabliſded for ever, as the 
Moon ; and as the faithful Witneſs in Heaven + nay, they ſhall 
fland forth, and ſhine, when the Sun is turned into Darkneſs, 
and the Moon into Blood; when the Stars ſhall drop from 
their Orbits, and the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. As. 
an excellent Perſon ſomewhere obſerves, © Our own Unbe- 
lief, may, occaſionally, tear the Copies of the Covenant, gi- 
ven us by Cusisr; but Unbelief cannot come at the Cove- 
nant Itſelf. CurisT keeps the original Deed in Heaven wih 
 : Himſelf, where it can never be loſt.” | e 

Upon the Whole: Are theſe Things ſo? Then, 

I. How great and how deplorable, is the general Depar- 
ture from the Scripture-Doctrines of the Church of England, 
and the firſt Principles of the Reformation! „ 

22. How bleſſed are the Eyes, that /ze; how happy are the 
the Hearts, that fee: the Propriety and the Energy of theſe. 
ineſlimable Truths! And, | „ 8 8 

3. How ought ſuch to demonſtrate their Gratitude by 

a practical Glorification, of Gon, in their Bodies, and in their 
Spirits which are His | Reſemble Thunder, in yeur Boldneſs 

for Gop, and your Zeal for Truth: but let your Lives ſhine 
as Lightening, and flaſh Conviction in the Faces of thoſe who. 
falſely accuſe your goos' Converſation in CHRIST, and as falſely 
charge the Doctrines of Gop with a licentious ha po "54 
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But Jet not your Zeal be of the inflammatory Kind: let it be 
tempered with unbounded Moderation, Gentleneſs, and Bene- 
volence; and ſhine forth, as the Suy, ith Healing! in its 
Wings. Remember Wh» it is, that bath made wou do differ from 
others; and that * a Man can receive nothing, 1 225 0 it be 
given bim from Heaven,“ Fohn iii. 27, 

Not unto Us, therefore, O Loxp, not unto Us, A to THY 
Name alone, be the Praiſe of every Gir, and of every Grace, 
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TO THE 
Pariſlienrs 7 95 dual, Bulbnat Greens 


> IOW 


You as Curate, has thought proper to publiſh a Diſcourſe, 
which he delivered, in Oppoſition to This, the Sunday after 
I had the Honour of Preaching it before Lou. 
It would render that Unthinking, but, I would hops, well- 
meaning Gentleman, much too conſiderable, were I either to 
addreſs him by Name; or deſcend to canvaſs a Performance, 
wherein Heat and Scurrility endeavour to ſupply the total Va- 
cuity of Argument.—-For Mr Smith to enter the Lifts, with 
ſuch exceeding Fierceneſs, againſt a Sermon, which he did 
not hear, and which, hitherto, he bas had no poſſible Oppor- 
tunity of reading; diſcovers a Weakneſs and T emerity in him, 
which ſink him as low beneath my Notice, as the Eſtabliſhed 
Doctrines of our Excellent Cyvkcu riſe ſuperior to his Impo- 


tence of Cenfure,—When the Gentleman ſhall appear to have 


at all conſidered the Important Articles of Faith, on which he 
has preſumed to animadvert ; when the Sails of his furious 
Zeal ſball be counterba“aſted by ſome little Degree of Judg- 
ment; 3. ad. when he. has learned to Ines himſelf, if not with 

| | Chriſtian. 


N aſcribed}; ; for 0 Loving Ions for thy 7 Truth's Sale. Amen. 


Bren the be Sermon could get 3 the 
Preſs, the Rev. Mr Haddon Smith who, it ſeems, ſeries. 
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Chriſtian Decency, yet with common 'eratimatical Propriety 3 


Then, and not till then, ſhall I deem him a proper Object of 


Attention. 


You, ee can teſlily, that I never once Anden 
in Your Pulpit, but at Your own particular Requeſt: a Re- 
queſt, which I could not, poſſibly, have any intereſted Motives 
for complyirq with, as I never acccpted of rhe ſmalleſt Gra- 
tuity. for my Attendance. Is it for nis, that the Enraged 
Curate has repeatedly, traduced me from the Pulpit, and, Now, 
inſults me from the Prets ! 


For my own Part, I am ſo far from entertaining any Re- 
ſentment 2gainſt Mr S mill (with whom I do not remember to 


bave exchanged five Words in my Liſe, and whom I thould 


not even know at Sight), or from being deterred by his un- 


merited Abuſe; that, ſhould I live to fee London again, I 
ſhall always deem myſelf happy to wait on You, as uſual, 


whenever either Your own Defire, or the intel of Your 


public Charity, may command. And, as fo many of You 
have favoured me with nn; Civility and Attention, I 
am encouraged to offer one Requeſt; a Requeſt, not in Be- 
half of Myſelf, but of Mr Smith vis, that his ill. judged and 
unbecoming Warmth may not fo tar alienate Your Affection 
from his Perſon, as to make You perſiſt in withdrawing thoſe 
uſual Proofs of Your Beneficence, which formerly, you have 

favoured him with, and which, I am ſorry to be informed 


Have, of late, through his Defect of Candour and Humility, 


been conſiderably leſſened. | 
My Sermon, and His, are now before the Public, The 
Raſhneſs, and ſeeming Malignity, with which he 50 urs de- 
firous to plunge into the Depths of an uncquz! | Coorcit, might, 
in the Opinion of ſome, juſtify Me in the ampleſt Severity of 
Animadverſion. But I ſpare him. I cannot prevail with my- 
ſelf, to render * Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing.“ On 


the contrary, I wiſh, and Pray that Divine Grace may cauſe 


— 


him to partake of the Mind which was in CnrisT Jusus; and 


that he may, by the ſame Almighty Influence, be made to 
experience, to believe, and to preach, the ineſtimable Truths 
of that Goſpel, which Jesvs taught. 


Mr John Weſley (on whoſe Plan of Dotrine, Your Curate 


ſeems, in great Meafure, to have formed his own) is the only 


Opponent, I ever had, whom I chaſtiſed with a ſtudious Dif- 


regard to Ceremony. Nor do I, in the leaſt, repent of the 


Manner, 
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Manner, in which 1 treated him. To have refuted che For- 
3 and Perverſions of ſuch an Afﬀailant, tenderly, and with 
eekneſs falſely ſo called; would have been like ſhooting alt 
an Highwayman with a Pop gun, or Itke repelling the Sword | 
of an Aſſaſſin with a Straw. I rather blame myſelf, on a 
Review, for handling Mr H gſley too gently ; and for not ac- 
- quainting the World with all I know, concerning the Man and 
bis Communication. ouſly pave bim the * when he deſer- 
ved a Scorpion. 

But, as to Mr Smith, be, bichertö, amidſt al his Ignorance 
260 Unggy dedneſs, merits a milder Treatment. Want of 
Talents, and of Thought, appear in every Paragraph of his 
Sermon: but I am willing to believe him not wholly deſtitute 
of Integrity. Though he oppoſes the Doctrines of the Church | 
. of Eng nd, with Virulence; yet, he ſeems ro do ſo from Prin- F 

_ eiple. Under this Perſuaſion, J, at preſent, 752 him Rope. | 
 Hereaſter, ſhould he rife into any Thing, like a reſpectable 
Antagoniſt: I may, perhaps, hook him, and pull him in — 
Till then, I take my Leave, both of the Curate and of his 
Preachment, with that juſtly admired Line, which is, at once, 
equally pictureſque of hi Bchavious , and expreſſive Log my fix. A 

ed Determination; | 2 
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